
Bethlehem’s Mission Statement

We exist 
to spread a passion 

for the supremacy of God 
in all things 

for the joy of all peoples 
through Jesus Christ.
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Thesis of This Seminar 

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. 
Worship is. Missions exists because worship 
doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because 
God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, 
and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on 
their faces before the throne of God, missions will 
be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship 
abides forever.
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The New Shape of World Christianity

3
3Thursday, October 13, 11



Lamin Sanneh, Professor of History 
and World Christianity at Yale University 

He uses the word “breathtaking” to describe the new situation in 
world Christianity.
 

Among the many breathtaking developments in the post-World 
War II and the subsequent colonial eras, few are more striking 
than the worldwide Christian resurgence. With unflagging 
momentum, Christianity has become, or is fast becoming, the 
principal religion of the peoples of the world. Primal societies 
that once stood well outside the main orbit of the faith have 
become major centers of Christian impact, while Europe and 
North America, once considered the religion's heartland, are in 
noticeable recession. We seem to be in the middle of massive 
cultural shifts and realignments whose implications are only 
now beginning to become clear. (Disciples of All Nations, p. 
xix)
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The Global South

The new terminology that has been introduced into 
our vocabulary is the term Global South, a reference 
to the astonishing growth of the Christian church in 
Africa, Latin America, and Asia while the formerly 
dominant centers of Christian influence in Europe are 
weakening.
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Realignments of Christianity Toward the 
Global South

-- At the beginning of the twentieth century, Europeans were 
70.6 percent of the world’s Christian population. By the end 
of the twentieth century, the European percentage of world 
Christianity had shrunk to 28 percent of the total; Latin 
America and Africa combined provided 43 percent of the 
world’s Christians.

-- In 1900, Africa had 10 million Christians representing 
about 10 percent of the population; by 2000, this figure had 
grown to 360 million, representing about half the population. 
Quantitatively, this may well be the largest shift in religious 
affiliation that had ever occurred, anywhere. 
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In the past 10 years for every one new 
believer in North America and Europe 
there have been nearly thirty new 
believers in the developing countries 
like Nigeria, Brazil, India and China.
--JoshuaProject.net
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Mark Noll’s Description of the New Shape of 
World Christianity

“The Christian church has experienced a larger geographical 
redistribution in the last fifty years than in any comparable period 
in its history, with the exception of the very earliest years of 
church history.” (The New Shape of World Christianity, p. 10.)

•	
“Active Christian adherence has become stronger in 
Africa than in Europe”

•	
“The number of practicing Christians in China may be 
approaching the number in the United States.”

•	
“Live bodies in church are far more numerous in 
Kenya than in Canada.”
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•	
“More believers worship together in church Sunday by Sunday in 
Nagaland than in Norway.”

•	
“More Christian workers from Brazil are active in cross cultural ministry 
outside their homelands than from Britain or from Canada.”

•	
“Last Sunday . . . more Christian believers attended church in China than 
in all of so-called ‘Christian Europe.’”

•	
“This past Sunday more Anglicans attended church in each of Kenya, 
South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda than did Anglicans in Britain and 
Canada and Episcopalians in the United States combined.”

•	
Last Sunday “more Presbyterians were in church in Ghana than in 
Scotland.”

•	
“This past week in Great Britain, at least fifteen thousand Christian 
foreign missionaries were hard at work evangelizing the locals. Most of 
these missionaries are from Africa and Asia.”
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Michael Horton’s Caution

Celebration of the much-advertised expansion of 
Christianity in the two-thirds world (most notably in 
recent years in Philip Jenkins’s The Next 
Christendom) should at least be tempered by the fact 
that the prosperity gospel is the most explosive 
version of this phenomenon.
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The Mission is Not Complete:

All the Nations 
Have Not Been Reached 
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Unreached People and Unreached Peoples

The New Shape of World Christianity
and the amazing growth and spread of Christianity into 

all the countries of the world does not mean that the 
Mission the Lord gave us is complete. 

Why?
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Not because there are individuals still unconverted, 
which there will be at the second coming.

But because there are still “nations,” that is, “peoples” 
who have not been reached with the gospel. “Nations” 
in the sense of the Cherokee Nation, or the Sioux 
Nation.

The command of Jesus was not that all the “countries” 
be discipled, but that all the “nations” (ethne) be 
reached and taught (that is, discipled).

What is the Biblical evidence for this?
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The Biblical Evidence 
for Understanding 

Panta ta Ethne (Matthew 28:19)
as Peoples or Ethno-linquistic Nations
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Matthew 28:18–20

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations (panta 
ta ethne), baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”

15
15Thursday, October 13, 11



Who are the Panta ta Ethne?

The singular of ethne (ethnos) never refers to an 
individual gentile in the New Testament, but always to 
an ethnic group.

Panta ta ethne occurs over 100 times in the Greek Old 
Testament (LXX) and never denotes individuals but 
rather always denotes ethnic groups outside Israel.
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The  Old Testament precursor of the Great 
Commission, refers to panta ta ethne in reference to 
the “families of the earth” that will be blessed through 
Abraham. “Families/tribes” is used in Genesis 12:3, 
but ethne in the repetitions of this promise.

Genesis 12:1–3

The LORD said to Abram . . . I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families 
(mishpahoth/phulai) of the earth shall be blessed. 
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Genesis 18:18

Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and 
all the nations (panta ta ethne) of the earth shall be blessed 
in him.

Genesis 22:18

Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and 
all the nations (panta ta ethne) of the earth shall be blessed 
in him.

Genesis 26:4

I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will 
give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring 
all the nations (panta ta ethne) of the earth shall be blessed.

18
18Thursday, October 13, 11



The Old Testament abounds with hope of the nations:

1. Exhortations that God's glory be declared and praised among the 
nations.

•	
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 
the peoples! (Psalm 96:3).

•	
Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
(Psalm 47:1).

•	
Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard 
(Psalm 66:8).

•	
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds 
among the peoples! (Psalm 105:1).

•	
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! (Psalm 117:1).
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2. Promises that the nations will one day worship the true God.

•	
 I will give you the nations for your inheritance (Psalm 2:8; cf. 111:6).

•	
All nations whom you have made shall come and worship before you, 
O Lord; and shall glorify your name (Psalm 86:9).

•	
The nations will fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the 
earth your glory (Psalm 102:15).

•	
 In that day the root of Jesse will stand as an ensign to the peoples; him 
shall the nations seek, and his dwellings shall be glorious (Isaiah 
11:10).

•	
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God (Isaiah 
52:10).

•	
And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your rising (Isaiah 60:3).
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3. Prayers that God be praised among the nations.

•	
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his 
face to shine upon us, that your way may be known upon 
earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the 
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Psalm 67:1-4).

•	
May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve 
him! (Psalm 72:11).

•	
May his name endure for ever, his fame continue as long 
as the sun! May men bless themselves by him, all nations 
call him blessed! (Psalm 72:17).
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In Luke 24:45–47 Jesus shows that his use of panta 
ta ethne comes from this Old Testament context.

“Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, 
•	
that the Christ should suffer 
•	
and on the third day rise from the dead, 
•	
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations (panta ta ethne), beginning from 
Jerusalem.”
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How could Paul say he had “fulfilled the gospel 
from Jerusalem to Illyricum” (Romans 15:19)?

Romans 15:19–20

From Jerusalem and all the way around to 
Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel 
of Christ; 20 and thus I make it my ambition to 
preach the gospel, not where Christ has already 
been named, lest I build on someone else’s 
foundation.” 
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The Gospel Fulfilled 
from Jerusalem to Illyricum
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The aim of the atonement is for all peoples.

Revelation 5:9-10

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to 
take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and 
by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 
shall reign on the earth.”
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Therefore, the meaning of panta ta ethne in the 
Great Commission of Matthew 28:19 (“Go, make 
disciples of all nations”) is that all the peoples (or 
people groups) be reached and taught.

These people groups correspond to naturally 
cohesive groupings with ethnic and language 
commonalities that set them off from other 
groups.

This why “missions” as the unique calling to 
cross from one of these to another with the gospel 
is an essential mandate of the church.

26
26Thursday, October 13, 11



Illustrating the Difference Between Nations as 
Countries and Nations as People Groups
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Therefore, this mandate of “Missions” 
to disciple all the peoples is not yet 

complete.

What’s left to do?

28
28Thursday, October 13, 11



.

The JoshuaProject.net is a 
helpful resource to keep 
abreast of the progress of 
the mission (9-29-11).

Total people groups: 16,701
Unreached groups: 6,890
Percent unreached: 41.3%
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Joshua Project Definition of Unreached

“The original Joshua Project editorial committee 
selected the criteria less than 2% Evangelical 
Christian and less than 5% Christian Adherents. 
While these percentage figures are somewhat 
arbitrary, there are some [evidences] that suggest 
that the percentage of a population needed to be 
influenced to impact the whole group is 2%.”

In other words: Reached = a Christian movement 
able to carry on the evangelization of the group.
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Unengaged

The  Joshua Project lists 1,138 peoples as 
unengaged—that is, not active effort is underway 
to reach the people group.

Which means that 5,752 of the unreached peoples 
are presently being engaged in some way!
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To make it more personal:

86% of the world’s Hindus, Muslims, 
and Buddhists have never met a 
Christ-follower.
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So the mission is not finished. 

The Lord’s command remains in 
force and is urgent.
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The Supremacy of Christ
as the Conscious Focus of All Saving Faith

Three Questions

1. Is there a final, eternal punishment of conscious 
torment for those who are not saved?

2. Is there any other way to be saved than through the 
work of Christ?

3. Must a Person Hear the Gospel in Order to Be 
Saved? Is Conscious Faith in Christ Necessary for 
Salvation?
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#1
Is there a final, eternal punishment of conscious torment 

for those who are not saved?

“All who dwell on earth will worship [the beast], everyone whose name 
has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life 
of the Lamb who was slain.” (Revelation 13:8).

“If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, 
poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented 
with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence 
of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever 
(ei˙ß ai˙w ◊naß ai˙w¿nwn), and they have no rest, day or night, these 
worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of 
its name.” (Revelation 14:9–11).

“And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:15).
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Question #2
Is there any other way to be saved 
than through the work of Christ?

Romans 5:12, 15, 19, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world 
through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men because all sinned . . . 15 If many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the 
grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. . . . 19 For as 
by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by 
the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” 

Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

1 Timothy 2:5, “There is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
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Question #3
Must a Person Hear the Gospel 

in Order to Be Saved?
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The Mystery of Christ
Ephesians 3:4-6

“When you read this, you can perceive my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the 
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.”
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All Are Accountable for What they Know
Romans 1:18–21

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 
For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible 
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although 
they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”
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The Times of Ignorance
Romans 2:12

“All who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who 
have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.”

Acts 17:30–31

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

1 Corinthians 1:21

“For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.” 
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Romans 10:13–17

“‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 14 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 
us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ.” 
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Charles Hodge

“The solemn question, implied in the language of the apostle, 
how can they believe without a preacher? should sound day and 
night in the ears of the churches.” (Commentary on the Epistle to 
the Romans, p. 553) 

It is our unspeakable privilege to be caught up in the greatest 
movement in history – the ingathering of the elect “from all 
tribes and languages and peoples and nations” until the full 
number of the Gentiles come in, and all Israel is saved, and the 
Son of Man descends with power and great glory as King of 
kings and Lord of lords, and the earth is full of the knowledge of 
his glory as the waters cover the sea forever and ever. 
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What’s behind the mission? 

God’s Ultimate Purpose in Creation and 
Redemption

What is it?

So we can join him in it!
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God’s ultimate goal in creation 
and redemption is

•	
to uphold and display his glory
•	
for (and in) the enjoyment of his redeemed people
•	
from every people, tribe, language, and nation.

That is, God’s ultimate goal is joyful worship.
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Biblical Texts to Show 
God’s Zeal for His Own Glory
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The biblical text that is most dense with God’s zeal 
for his own glory.

Isaiah 48:9-11 
For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of 
my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you 
off. Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I 
have tried you in the furnace of affliction. For my 
own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my 
name be profaned? My glory I will not give to 
another.
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God chose his people for his glory:

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we would be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love 5  He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6  to the praise of the glory of 
His grace. (Ephesians 1:4-6, cf. vv. 12, 14, NASB)
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God created us for his glory:
Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the 
end of the earth, every one who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory. (Isaiah 43:6-7)
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God called Israel for his glory:
You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified (Isaiah 49:3).
I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house 
of Judah cling to me, declares the Lord, that they 
might be for me a people, a name, a praise, and a 
glory. (Jeremiah 13:11)
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God rescued Israel from Egypt for his glory:
Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not 
consider your wondrous works . . . but rebelled by the 
Sea, at the Red Sea. Yet he saved them for his name’s 
sake, that he might make known his mighty power. 
(Psalm 106:7-8)
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God raised Pharaoh up to show his power and 
glorify his name:
For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my 
power in you, and that my name may be proclaimed 
in all the earth.” (Romans 9:17)
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God defeated Pharaoh at the Red Sea to show his 
glory:
And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue 
them and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his 
host; and the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord . . . And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his 
chariots, and his horsemen. (Exodus 14:4, 18; cf. v. 
17)
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God spared disobedient Israel in the wilderness 
for the glory of his name:

“They did not walk in my statutes. . . . Then I said I 
would pour out my wrath upon them in the 
wilderness. . . But I acted for the sake of my name, 
that it should not be profaned in the sight of the 
nations, in whose sight I had brought them out. 
(Ezekiel 20:13-l4)
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God gave Israel victory in Canaan for the glory of 
his name:

Who is like your people Israel, the one nation on 
earth whom God went to redeem to be his people, 
making himself a name and doing for them great and 
awesome things by driving out before your people, 
whom you redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a 
nation and its gods? (2 Samuel 7:23)
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God did not cast away his people for the glory of 
his name:
 Your wickedness is great, which you have done in 
the sight of the LORD, in asking for yourselves a 
king. . . . Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. 
Yet do not turn aside from following the Lord . . . For 
the Lord will not forsake his people, for his great 
name’s sake. (l Samuel 12:20, 22)
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God saved Jerusalem from attack for the glory of 
his name:
For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake 
and for the sake of my servant David. (2 Kings 19:34; 
cf. 20:6)
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God restored Israel from exile for the glory of his 
name:
Thus says the Lord God, It is not for your sake, O 
house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake 
of my holy name.. . . And I will vindicate the holiness 
of my great name. . . . And the nations will know that 
I am the Lord. (Ezekiel 36:22-23; cf. v. 32)
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Jesus sought the glory of his Father in all he did:
The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his 
own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him 
who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 
(John 7:l8)
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Jesus told us to do good works so that God gets 
glory:
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16; cf. 1 
Peter 2:12)
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Jesus warned that not seeking God’s glory makes 
faith impossible:
How can you believe, when you receive glory from 
one another and do not seek the glory that comes from 
the only God? (John 5:44)
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Jesus said that he answers prayer that God would 
be glorified:
Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. (John 14:13)
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Jesus endured his final hours of suffering for 
God’s glory:
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 
‘Father, save me from this hour?’ But for this purpose 
I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ 
Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again’ (John 12:27-28).
Father, the hour has come; glorify your son that the 
Son may glorify you. (John 17:1; cf. 13:31-32)
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God gave his Son to vindicate the glory of his 
righteousness:

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus.” Romans 3:23–26
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God forgives our sins for his own sake:
I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my 
own sake, and I will not remember your sins. (Isaiah 
43:25)
For your own name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, 
for it is great. (Psalm 25:11)
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Jesus receives us into his fellowship for the glory 
of God:
Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7)
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The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the 
Son of God:
He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. (John 16:14)
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God instructs us to do everything for his glory:
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God (l Corinthians 10:31; cf. 6:20).
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God tells us to serve in a way that will glorify him:
Whoever serves, [let him do it] as one who serves by 
the strength which God supplies – in order that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. (l Peter 4:11)
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Jesus will fill us with fruits of righteousness for 
God’s glory:
It is my prayer that . . . [you be] filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9, 11)
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All are under judgment for dishonoring God’s 
glory:
They became fools, and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images. (Romans 1:22, 23)
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
(Romans 3:23)
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Herod is struck dead because he did not give glory 
to God:
Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, 
because he did not give God the glory. (Acts 12:23)

71
71Thursday, October 13, 11



Jesus is coming again to be glorified by us:
They will suffer the punishment of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his might, when he comes on that 
day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed. (2 Thessalonians 
1:9-10)
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Jesus’ ultimate aim for us is that we see and enjoy 
his glory:
Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that 
you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. (John 17:24)
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Even in wrath God’s aim is to make known the 
wealth of his glory:
Desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, [God] has endured with much patience vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make 
known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, 
which he prepared beforehand for glory. (Romans 
9:22-23)
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God’s plan is to fill the earth with the knowledge 
of his glory:
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
(Habakkuk 2:14)
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Everything that happens will redound to God’s 
glory:
From him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:36)
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In the New Jerusalem the glory of God replaces 
the sun:
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on 
it, for the glory of God gives its light, and its lamp is 
the Lamb (Revelation 21:23).
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Therefore, God’s ultimate goal in 
creation and redemption is

•	
to uphold and display his glory
•	
for (and in) the enjoyment of his redeemed people
•	
from every people, tribe, language, and nation.

Or, to say it another way:
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The Thesis (again)

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. 
Worship is. Missions exists because worship 
doesn’t. When this age is over, and the countless 
millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before 
the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a 
temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.
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Why is God’s zeal for his glory 
not megalomania?
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Because, unlike all other beings, God is infinitely 
valuable, infinitely beautiful, and infinitely satisfying.

Therefore, when he upholds and displays his glory, he 
is preserving for us, and offering to us the greatest 
and the longest pleasure.

“In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 
(Psalm 16:11).
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God is the one being in the universe 
for whom self-exaltation 

is the supreme act of love.
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What then is God’s love? 

Divine love labors to enthrall the beloved, even at 
unfathomable cost, with what is infinitely and 
eternally satisfying, namely, God.
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This is what is ultimately good 
about the good news of the gospel 

“Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God” (1 Peter 3:18).

All the benefits of the cross (redemption, 
forgiveness, justification, expiation, propitiation, 
reconciliation) are means to this final and supreme 
joy: All-satisfying fellowship with God himself.
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This is the capstone of the good news 
that we take to the nations 

God gave his own Son to make it possible, through 
faith alone, for sinners to be forgiven (Acts 10:43), 
justified (Romans 5:1), and transformed (2 
Corinthians 3;18) so that they could have full and 
everlasting pleasure in God.
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Therefore, both these exhortations: 

“Let the peoples praise you, O God” (Psalm 67:3). 
and 

“Let the nations be glad!” (Psalm 67:4).

are one. When the nations praise God their gladness 
reaches its consummation. And when the nations are 
glad in him, he is seen to be praiseworthy.

The nations are satisfied in God when they see and 
savor his glory. And God is most glorified in them 
when they are most satisfied in him.
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A Huge Implication for Motivation in Missions

The motivation of compassion for the good of hell-
bound people, and the motivation of passion for the 
glory of God are both pursued in the same way: 
namely, by seeking the gladness of the nations in all 
that God is for them in Jesus.
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The nations escape hell (satisfying our compassion 
for their good) and glorify God (satisfying our zeal 
for God’s glory) with the same act—namely, being 
satisfied with all that God is for them in Christ. 

Treasuring all that God is for them in Christ gives 
glory to God and rescues people from hell. 

If God-in-Christ becomes the gladness of the nations, 
then God is glorified and they are rescued. Our 
passion for God’s glory and our compassion for 
man’s good are both fulfilled.
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Therefore:

The we embrace the freedom and joy of a unified 
heart in our motivation to reach the nations.

The pursuit of their joy in God, and the pursuit of 
God’s glory in them are one.
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The Supremacy of God in Missions 
through Prayer
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We Cannot Know What Prayer Is for
until We Know That Life Is War
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Life is war. That’s not all it is. But it is always that. 

Our weakness in prayer may be owing largely to our 
neglect of this truth. 
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Life Is War
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2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 

1 Timothy 6:12, “Fight the good fight of the faith. 
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called.” 

Luke 13:24, “Strive to enter through the narrow door. 
For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able” 

Hebrews 4:11, “Let us therefore strive to enter that 
rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience.” 
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1 Corinthians 9:25, “Every athlete strives and uses self-control in 
all things. They do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we do it to 
obtain an imperishable one.” 

1 Corinthians 9:26-27, “I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one 
beating the air; but I discipline my body and keep it under control, 
lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” 

2 Timothy 2:4, “No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits.” 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5, “Though we walk in the flesh, we are not 
waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare 
are not f the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.”  

95
95Thursday, October 13, 11



The Role of Prayer in the War

Prayer is primarily a wartime walkie-talkie for the 
mission of the church as it advances against the 
powers of darkness and unbelief. It is not surprising 
that prayer malfunctions when we try to make it a 
domestic intercom to call upstairs for more comforts 
in the den.
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 Surviving in Wartime

“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of 
this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a 
trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the 
face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all 
times, praying that you may have strength to escape 
all these things that are going to take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34–36).
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Missions is given as a field for prayer

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it to you.” (John 15:16)
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We are Called to Pray 
for Workers and Converts 

Matthew 9:37–38, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 

Rom 10:1, “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for them is that they may be saved.” 
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In Prayer God Grants Us the Dignity of Causality
But God’s Causality is Decisive

“I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.” (John 10:16).

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes 
to me I will never cast out.” (John 6:37).

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him. . . .  64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For 
Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not 
believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, 
‘This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is 
granted him by the Father.’” (John 6:44, 64-65).
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2 Tim 2:24–26, “And the Lord’s servant must not be 
quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, 
patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents 
with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them 
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 
and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to 
do his will.”
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God brings about conversion decisively 
through the Word

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.” (Rom 1:16).

“You have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for 
‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the 
Lord remains forever.’ And this word is the good news that was 
preached to you.” (1 Pet 1:23–25).

“Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” (James 1:18).
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Prayer is for wielding the word

Ephesians 6:13–20
  
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand 
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put 
on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances 
take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all 
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep 
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 
and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth 
boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an 
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.”
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Acts 4:29–31, “And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 
grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs 
and wonders are performed through the name of your holy 
servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which 
they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God 
with boldness.”
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2 Thessalonians 3:1, “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored.” 

Colossians 4:3–4, “Pray also for us, that God may open to us a 
door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account 
of which I am in prison—that I may make it clear, which is how 
I ought to speak.” 

105
105Thursday, October 13, 11



Prayer Shows the Supremacy of God in Missions

Psalm 50:15, “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I 
will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”

John 14:13, “Whatever you ask in my name, this I 
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 

106
106Thursday, October 13, 11



The Word and the Mission Will Succeed

Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.”

Matthew 24:14, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.” 

Isaiah 55:10-11, “For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”

Job 42:2, “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of 
yours can be thwarted.”
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The Supremacy of God in Missions 
through Suffering
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The great commission won’t be finished
without suffering. Why?

The highest reason is that this God’s purpose to be most 
fully glorified through the gladness of a redeemed people 
is accomplished best this way--both the redeemed 
missionaries, and the people God wins through them.
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The Glory of God shines most brightly on earth in 
the gladness of his people through suffering

God himself is our supreme treasure. His steadfast 
love is better than life (Psalm 63:3). 

Therefore the greatness of his worth is seen most 
clearly when we are willing to suffer, and even give 
up our lives, to have fuller knowledge and enjoyment 
of him. We measure the worth of a treasure by what 
we will gladly give up in order to have it. 

110
110Thursday, October 13, 11



The Light of the World 
and the Joyful Suffering of God’s people

 Matthew 5:11–16

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 13 “You are the salt 
of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out 
and trampled under people’s feet. 14 “You are the light of the world. 
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.”
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The extent of our sacrifice coupled with the depth of 
our joy, displays the worth we put on the reward of 
God. 

Therefore God ordains that the mission of his church 
move forward not only 
•	
by the fuel of worship and 
•	
in the power of prayer, 
•	
but at the price of suffering.
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Remember what prayer is in relation to suffering!

We don’t call prayer a wartime walkie-talkie because we 
are in war games. The war is more real than any humans 
have ever fought because the stakes are so much higher, 
the battles are so relentless, and the hatred of the 
opposition is so great.

113
113Thursday, October 13, 11



Therefore The great commission won’t be finished 
without suffering.

Ten Reasons 
relating to its effect on the missionaries and the 

people they are trying to win
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

1. Because Jesus suffered and said we would.

John 15:20, Remember the word that I said to you: 
“A servant is not greater than his master.” If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they 
kept my word, they will also keep yours.

Matthew 10:25, It is enough for the disciple to be 
like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If 
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign those of his 
household.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

2. Because Paul said there is no other way home

Acts 14:21-22, When they had preached the gospel to that 
city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra 
and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of 
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, 
and saying that through many tribulations we must enter 
the kingdom of God.
Romans 8:16-18, The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs
—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

3. Because Peter said it’s the normal path of 
blessing.

1 Peter 4:12-14, Beloved, do not be surprised at the 
fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

4. Because Paul said it’s the normal consequence. 
of godliness

2 Timothy 3:12, Indeed, all who desire to live 
godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

5. Because in suffering God is refining our faith.

2 Corinthians 1:8-9, For we do not want you to be 
ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experienced 
in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond 
our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, 
we felt that we had received the sentence of death. 
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but 
on God who raises the dead.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

6. Because in suffering God is giving us endurance.

James 1:2-4, Count it all joy, my brothers, when 
you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

7. Because in our suffering others are made strong 
to endure.

Philippians 1:12-14, I want you to know, brothers, 
that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the 
rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most 
of the brothers, having become confident in the 
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

8.Because suffering sometimes gets us moving in 
missions.

Acts 1:8, And Saul approved of his execution.  And there 
arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
Acts 11:19-21, Now those who were scattered because of the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no 
one except Jews. But there were some of them, men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the 
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the 
Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned 
to the Lord.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

9. Because the value of Christ is magnified in our 
suffering with joy.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10, But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, 
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.
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The great commission won’t be finished without suffering

10. Because suffering is God’s strategy for 
presenting the sufferings of Christ to the nations.

Colossians 1:24, Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 
your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his 
body, that is, the church.
Philippians 2:29-30, So receive him [Epaphroditus] 
in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, for he 
nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to 
complete what was lacking in your service to me.
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The Question of Martyrs
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George Otis asked the delegates at Lausanne II in 
Manila (1989),

 “Is our failure to thrive in Muslim countries the 
absence of martyrs? Can a covert church grow in 
strength? Does a young church need martyr 
models?”
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There have been martyrs in our day

More Christians were martyred in the 20th 
century than in the previous 19 centuries 
combined.

Every 24 hours, 480 believers are 
martyred for their faith in Christ. 
(JoshuaProject.net)
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There will be martyrs. 
God has appointed an elect number.

Revelation 6:11, Then they [the martyrs in 
heaven] were each given a white robe and told to 
rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow 
servants and their brothers should be complete, 
who were to be killed as they themselves had 
been.

About 5,900 out of all the 6,900 unreached people 
groups live in restricted access countries.
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An aging Christian once warned John G. Paton, 
missionary to the New Hebrides, “You’ll be eaten by 
Cannibals!” 

Paton’s response: “Mr. Dickson, you are advanced 
in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be 
laid in the grave, there to be eaten by worms; I 
confess to you, that if I can but live and die serving 
and honoring the Lord Jesus, it will make no 
difference to me whether I am eaten by Cannibals 
or worms; and in the Great Day my resurrection 
body will arise as fair as yours in the likeness of 
our risen Redeemer.”
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Preparing for Suffering Now!

Richard Wurmbrand endured fourteen years of imprisonment and torture in his homeland of Romania between 
1948 and 1964.  He had led a secret underground ministry when the Communists seized Romania and tried to 
control the church for their purposes.  Wurmbrand, like the apostle Peter, stresses the tremendous need to get 
spiritually ready to suffer.  

What shall we do about these tortures?  Will we be able to bear them?  If I do not bear them I put in prison 
another fifty or sixty men whom I know, because that is what the Communists wish from me, to betray those 
around me.  And here comes the great need for the role of preparation for suffering which must start now.  It 
too difficult to prepare yourself for it when the Communists have put you in prison. . . .

I remember my last Confirmation class before I left Romania.  I took a group of ten to fifteen boys and girls 
on a Sunday morning, not to a church, but to the zoo.  Before the cage of lions I told them, "Your forefathers 
in faith were thrown before such wild beasts for their faith.  Know that you also will have to suffer.  You will 
not be thrown before lions, but you will have to do with men who would be much worse than lions.  Decide 
here and now if you wish to pledge allegiance to Christ."  They had tears in their eyes when they said, "Yes."

We have to make the preparation now, before we are imprisoned.  In prison you lose everything.  You are 
undressed and given a prisoner's suit.  No more nice furniture, nice carpets, or nice curtains.  You do not have 
a wife any more and you do not have your children.  You do not have your library and you never see a flower.  
Nothing of what makes life pleasant remains.  Nobody resists who has not renounced the pleasures of life 
beforehand. (Epiphany Journal, Summer, 1985, pp. 46-48)
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If you are prepared, you may be able to respond the 
way Barbara Youderian did when she heard that her 
husband Roger had been speared to death by the 
Huaorani Indians in Ecuador. The night she heard the 
news she wrote in her journal.

Tonight the Captain told us of his finding four bodies in 
the river.  One had tee-shirt and blue-jeans.  Roj was the 
only one who wore them. . . .  God gave me this verse two 
days ago, Psalm 48:14, "For this God is our God for ever 
and ever; He will be our Guide even unto death."  As I 
came face to face with the news of Roj's death, my heart 
was filled with praise.  He was worthy of his homegoing.  
Help me, Lord, to be both mummy and daddy.
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No ultimate self-denial.

Lottie Moon said, "Surely there is no greater joy than saving 
souls."  

Sherwood Eddy said of Amy Carmichael, "Her life was the most 
fragrant, the most joyfully sacrificial, that I ever knew."  

Samuel Zwemer said after fifty years of labor (including the loss 
of two young children) said, "The sheer joy of it all comes back.  
Gladly would I do it all over again."  

Both Hudson Taylor and David Livingston, after lives of 
extraordinary hardship and loss said, "I never made a sacrifice."
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Conclusion
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God’s ultimate goal in creation 
and redemption is

•	
to uphold and display his glory
•	
for (and in) the enjoyment of his redeemed people
•	
from every people, tribe, language, and nation.

That is, God’s ultimate goal is joyful worship.
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Therefore, 

The Thesis of This Seminar (once more)

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. 
Worship is. Missions exists because worship 
doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because 
God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, 
and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on 
their faces before the throne of God, missions will 
be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship 
abides forever.
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Since worship is the goal of missions, God ordains that 
the mission of his church move forward

•	
by the fuel of worship and 
•	
in the power of prayer, 
•	
but at the price of suffering.

In these his supremacy shines most brightly.
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19–20).
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A Note on

The Prosperity Gospel:
A Strong Global Weakness
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What is the Prosperity Gospel?

It is a teaching that emphasizes God’s aim to make believers 
healthy and wealthy in this life, while it overlooks or 
minimizes the dangers of wealth, the biblical call to a wartime 
mindset, and the necessity and purposes of suffering. 

One leading African prosperity preacher says, “Many are 
ignorant of the fact that God has already made provision for 
his children to be wealthy here on earth. When I say wealthy, I 
mean very, very rich... Break loose! It is not a sin to desire to 
be wealthy.” (Christianity Today, July, 2007, p. 23.)
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A Response to the Prosperity Gospel

See
“Twelve Appeals to Prosperity Preachers”

Let the Nations Be Glad, 
3rd Edition, pp. 21-32

140
140Thursday, October 13, 11


