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Quotes on Sanctification, June 2012 
2012 National Conference: http://www.desiringgod.org/events/national-conferences/2012 
________ 
 
A.W. Tozer - "To have found God and still to pursue Him is the soul's paradox of love, 
scorned indeed by the too easily satisfied religionist, but justified in happy experience by 
the children of the burning heart." The Pursuit of God (Wing Spread Publishers, 1993), 
15. 
 
Nicholas Ludwig Count Von Zinzendorf: Our method of proclaiming salvation is this: to 
point out to every heart the loving Lamb, who died for us, and although He was the Son 
of God, offered Himself for our sins … by the preaching of His blood, and of His love 
unto death, even the death of the cross, never, either in discourse or in argument, to 
digress even for a quarter of an hour from the loving Lamb: to name no virtue except in 
Him, and from Him and on His account, to preach no commandment except faith in Him; 
no other justification but that He atoned for us; no other sanctification but the privilege to 
sin no more; no other happiness but to be near Him, to think of Him and do His pleasure; 
no other self denial but to be deprived of Him and His blessings; no other calamity but to 
displease Him; no other life but in Him.(Moravian Church Miscellany (Bethlehem, PA: 
The Church of the United Brethren, 1852), 234). 
 
A.W. Tozer - "We must hide our unholiness in the wounds of Christ as Moses hid 
himself in the cleft of the rock while the glory of God passed by. We must take refuge 
from God in God. Above all we must believe that God sees us perfect in His Son while 
He disciplines and chastens and purges us that we may be partakers of His holiness" (The 
Knowledge of the Holy, p. 107). 
 
J.C. Ryle: "Tell the young, tell the poor, tell the aged, tell the ignorant, tell the sick, tell 
the dying - tell them all about Christ. Tell them of His power, and tell them of His love; 
tell them of His doings, and tell them of His feelings; tell them what He has done for the 
chief of sinners; tell them what He is willing to do until the last day of time; tell it to them 
over and over again. Never be tired of speaking of Christ. Say to them broadly and fully, 
freely and unconditionally, unreservedly and undoubtingly, ‘Come unto Christ, as the 
penitent thief did; come unto Christ, and you shall be saved.'" Christ's Greatest Trophy 
(Sermon) 
 
Abraham Booth: "Divine grace disdains to be assisted in the performance of that work 
which peculiarly belongs to itself, by the poor, imperfect performances of men. Attempts 
to complete what grace begins, betray our pride and offend the Lord; but cannot promote 
spiritual interest. Let the reader, therefore, carefully remember, that grace is either 
absolutely free, or it is not at all: and, that he who professes to look for salvation by 
grace, either believes in his heart to be saved entirely by it, or he acts inconsistently in 
affairs of the greatest importance." The Reign of Grace, (T. Allman, 1839), 18 
 
C.H. Spurgeon: "If heaven were by merit, it would never be heaven to me, for if I were in 
it I should say, “I am sure I am here by mistake; I am sure this is not my place; I have no 
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claim to it.” But if it be of grace and not of works, then we may walk into heaven with 
boldness." (Sermons, 6.354.) 
 
Cornelius Van Til : "The Bible is thought of as authoritative on everything of which it 
speaks. And it speaks of everything. We do not mean that it speaks of football games, of 
atoms, etc., directly, but we do mean that it speaks of everything either directly or 
indirectly. It tells us not only of the Christ and his work, but also of who God is and 
whence the universe has come. It gives us a philosophy of history as well as history. 
Moreover, the information on these subjects is woven into an inextricable whole. It is 
only if you reject the Bible as the Word of God that you can separate its so-called 
religious and moral instruction from what it says, e.g., about the physical universe." The 
Defense of the Faith, 4th ed. Edited by K. Scott Oliphint (P&R, 2008), 29 
 
The Canons of Dort: "God does not owe this grace to anyone. For what could God owe to 
one who has nothing to give that can be paid back? Indeed, what could God owe to one 
who has nothing of his own to give but sin and falsehood?" 
(The Third and Forth Main Points of Doctrine: Human Corruption, Conversion to God, 
and the Way It Occurs. Article 15- Responses to God’s Grace.) 
 
Jerry Bridges: "Grace stands in direct opposition to any supposed worthiness on our part. 
To say it another way: Grace and works are mutually exclusive. As Paul said in Romans 
11:6, “And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be 
grace.” Our relationship with God is based on either works or grace. There is never a 
works-plus-grace relationship with Him." Transforming Grace, (NavPress, 1991), p. 22 
 
R.C. Sproul "Perhaps the most difficult task for us to perform is to rely on God’s grace 
and God’s grace alone for our salvation. It is difficult for our pride to rest on grace. Grace 
is for other people – for beggars. We don’t want to live by a heavenly welfare system. 
We want to earn our own way and atone for our own sins. We like to think that we will 
go to heaven because we deserve to be there." Suffering and Merit? Tabletalk Magazine, 
(Ligonier Ministries, 1989), p. 5 
 
R. C. Sproul "Loving a holy God is beyond our moral power. The only kind of God we 
can love by our sinful nature is an unholy god, an idol made by our own hands. Unless 
we are born of the Spirit of God, unless God sheds His holy love in our hearts, unless He 
stoops in His grace to change our hearts, we will not love Him… To love a holy God 
requires grace, grace strong enough to pierce our hardened hearts and awaken our 
moribund souls." The Holiness of God (Tyndale, 1998) 
 
J.C. Ryle: "It was the whole Trinity, which at the beginning of creation said, “Let us 
make man” (Gen. 1:26). It was the whole Trinity again, which at the beginning of the 
Gospel seemed to say, “Let us save man”.Commentary: (Mt. 3:16-17) 
 
Horatius Bonar "There can be no grace when there is no sovereignty. Deny God’s right to 
choose whom He will and you deny His right to save whom He will. Deny His right to 
save whom He will and you deny that salvation is of grace. If salvation is made to hinge 
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upon any merit or fitness in man, seen or foreseen, grace is at an end." 
The Reign of Grace, Preface, 1844. 
 
Horatius Bonar: "Grace burst forth spontaneously from the bosom of eternal love and 
rested not until it had removed every impediment and found its way to the sinner's side, 
swelling round him in full flow. Grace does away the distance between the sinner and 
God, which sin had created. Grace meets the sinner on the spot where he stands; grace 
approaches him just as he is. Grace does not wait till there is something to attract it nor 
till a good reason is found in the sinner for its flowing to him... It was free, sovereign 
grace when it first thought of the sinner; it was free grace when it found and laid hold of 
him; and it is free grace when it hands him up into glory." 
Sermon, "God's Purpose of Grace" (PBM Desktop Publications) 
 
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones "Always respond to every impulse to pray. The impulse to pray 
may come when you are reading or when you are battling with a text. I would make an 
absolute law of this – always obey such an impulse. Where does it come from? It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit (Phil 2:12-13). This often leads to some of the most remarkable 
experiences in the life of the minister. So never resist, never postpone it, never push it 
aside because you are busy. Give yourself to it, yield to it; and you will find not only that 
you have not been wasting time with respect to the matter with which you are dealing but 
that actually it has helped you greatly in that respect. You will experience an ease and a 
facility in understanding what you were reading, in thinking, in ordering matter for a 
sermon, in writing, in everything which is quite astonishing. Such a call to prayer must 
never be regarded as a distraction; always respond to it immediately, and thank God if it 
happens to you frequently." Preaching & Preachers, (Zondervan, 1972), 170-171 
 
J.C. Ryle: In justification the word to be addressed to man is believe — only believe; in 
sanctification the word must be “watch, pray, and fight.” Holiness, ( Moscow, ID: 
Charles Nolan Publishers, 2001), ix. 
 
John Owen: "He does not so work our mortification in us as not to keep it still an act of 
our obedience. The Holy Ghost works in us and upon us, as we are fit to be wrought in 
and upon; that is, so as to preserve our own liberty and free obedience. He works upon 
our understandings, wills, consciences, and affections, agreeably to their own natures; he 
works in us and with us, not against us or without us; so that his assistance is an 
encouragement as to the facilitating of the work, and no occasion of neglect as to the 
work itself. And indeed, I might here bewail the endless, foolish labor of poor souls, who, 
being convinced of sin and not able to stand against the power of their convictions, do set 
themselves, by innumerable perplexing ways and duties, to keep down sin, but, being 
strangers to the Spirit of God, all in vain. They combat without victory, have war without 
peace, and are in slavery all their days. They spend their strength for that which is not 
bread and their labor for that which profits not." Overcoming Sin and Temptation, 
(Wheaton: Crossway, 2006), 62. 
 
Jim Elliot: "Glad to get the opportunity to preach the Gospel of the matchless grace of 
our God to stoical pagan Indians. I only hope that He will let me preach to those who 
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have never heard that name Jesus. What else is worth while in this life? I have heard of 
nothing better. 'Lord send me!'" Diary of Jim Elliot & Through the Gates of Splendor 
Ravi Zacharias: "how many disappointments and regrets must it take to prove that the 
Scripture is right when it says: there is a way that seems right to a person yet its ends are 
the way to death, proverb 14:12" Has Christianity Failed You?,  
 
Jim Elliot: "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." 
Shadow of the Almighty 
 
Thomas Watson: "Till sin be bitter, Christ will not be sweet." The Doctrine of 
Repentance, p.63 
 
John Piper: "I know of no other way to triumph over sin long-term than to gain a distaste 
for it because of a superior satisfaction in God." Desiring God, (Multnomah Books, 
2003), 12. 
 
John Calvin - The whole lives of Christians ought to be a kind of aspiration after piety, 
seeing they are called unto holiness (Eph. 1:4; 1 Thess. 4:5). The office of the law is to 
excite them to the study of purity and holiness, by reminding them of their duty. For 
when the conscience feels anxious as to how it may have the favor of God, as to the 
answer it could give, and the confidence it would feel, if brought to his judgment-seat, in 
such a case the requirements of the law are not to be brought forward, but Christ, 
who surpasses all the perfection of the law, is alone to be held forth for righteousness." 
Insittutes III, 19, 2 
 
Greg Forster: “Incidentally, the arrogance of choice also involves the anxiety of choice. 
Did I really give myself over to Jesus? Or am I self-deceived? I still sin. I know that 
sinful hearts are deceptive and above all self-deceptive. So how can I know I truly choose 
Jesus? When the ultimate issue of eternal life or death is determined by my own choice, 
there will always be this element of self-doubt (p.99) The Joy of Calvinisn, (Wheaton: 
Crossway, 2012), 99 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “There is no way to peace along the way of safety. For peace must 
be dared, it is itself the great venture and can never be safe. Peace is the opposite of 
security. To demand guarantees is to want to protect oneself. Peace means giving oneself 
completely to God’s commandment, wanting no security, but in faith and obedience 
laying the destiny of the nations in the hand of Almighty God, not trying to direct if for 
selfish purposes. Battles are won, not with weapons, but with God. They are won where 
the way leads to the cross.” Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas 
(241) 
 
John Calvin: "Faith rests not on ignorance, but on knowledge. And this is, indeed, 
knowledge not only of God but of the divine will. We do not obtain salvation either 
because we are prepared to embrace as true whatever the church has prescribed, or 
because we turn over to it the task of inquiring and knowing. But we do so when we 
know that God is our merciful Father, because of reconciliation effected through Christ [2 
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Corinthians 5:18-19], and that Christ has been given to us as righteousness, 
sanctification, and life. By this knowledge, I say, not by submission of our feeling, do we 
obtain entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. For when the apostle says, “With the heart a 
man believes unto righteousness, with the mouth makes confession unto salvation” from. 
[10:10, Cf. Vg.], he indicates that it is not enough for a man implicitly to believe what he 
does not understand or even investigate. But he requires explicit recognition of the divine 
goodness upon which our righteousness rests." -Institutes of the Christian Religion 
(translated by Ford Lewis Battles and edited by John T. McNeill, 1960) Vol. 3 ch 2, pg 
10. 
 
C. S. Lewis: The New Testament has lots to say about self-denial, but not about self-
denial as an end in itself. We are told to deny ourselves and to take up our crosses in 
order that we may follow Christ; and nearly every description of what we shall ultimately 
find if we do so contains an appeal to desire. If there lurks in most modern minds the 
notion that to desire our own good and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad 
thing, I submit that this notion has crept in from Kant and the Stoics and is no part of 
the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and 
the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that 
Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered 
us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because 
he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too 
easily pleased. "The Weight Of Glory" 
 
John Owen: "In this would I live; in this would I die; upon this would I dwell in my 
thoughts and affections, to the withering and consumption of all the painted beauties of 
this world, to the crucifying all things here below, until they become to me a dead and 
deformed thing, no way suitable for affectionate embraces." The Glory of Christ: His 
Office and Grace (Christian Heritege, 2004) 
 
Ed Welch: "But remember once again that we cannot avoid God. All paths lead to Him. 
If you are tempted to skip over His words on perseverance, remember that He is life. His 
words give life. Whatever He says is surprising in its beauty and elegance, and is of 
invaluable worth." Depression: A Stubborn Darkness (New Growth Press, 2011) pg. 92 
 
Ed Welch: "Your future includes manna. It will come. There is no sense devising future 
scenarios now because God will do more than you anticipate. When you understand 
God's plan to give future grace, you have access to what is arguably God's most potent 
salve against worry and fear." Running Scared (New Growth Press, 2007) pg. 140 
 
Elyse M. Fitzpatrick: "Unless we're very intentional about meditating on these truths [that 
show God's love], they slip from our thoughts like misty dreams that evaporate in the 
morning light. That's why Luther said we must "take heed then, to embrace...the love and 
kindness of God...[and to] daily excercise [our] faith therein, entertain no doubt of God's 
love and kindness."  Because He Loves Me (Crossway, 2008) 36 
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D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones – “’ You pray and make your requests made known unto God, 
and God will do something.’ It is not your prayer that is going to do it, it is not you who 
is going to do it, but God. ‘The peace of God that passeth all understanding’—He, 
through it all, ‘will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus’.” Spiritual Depression: Its 
Causes and Cure ( Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1964) 270 
 
Russell Moore: "It might be that God frees your appetite from whatever it’s drawn 
toward, but usually he instead enables you to fight it. This might go on for forty days, for 
forty years, for an entire lifetime... 
 Our Christian reluctance to speak honestly about temptation is precisely why 
Christians like Felix often believe themselves to be unbelievers. All they see of other 
believers is this façade of smiling, peaceful Christ-followers. They assume then that the 
internal life of every other Christian is just a continual festival of hymns as opposed to 
their own internal life, in which the hymns are interrupted with constant gossipy chatter, 
violent rage, and hard-core pornography. This is exactly how the satanic powers want it. 
They want the prideful and oblivious to stay that way until they fall and slink away in 
isolation, where they can be devoured. Preaching the gospel to ourselves, though, 
reminds us continually that we are sinners and that we can stand only by the blood of 
Jesus. We can walk only by his Spirit prodding us on. We need one another, as parts of 
the same body together." Tempted and Tried, (Wheaton: Crossway, 2011), 73, 173. 
 
Francis Chan: "As I see it, a lukewarm Christian is an oxymoron; there's no such thing. 
To put it plainly, churchgoers who are 'lukewarm' are not Christians. We will not see 
them in Heaven." Crazy Love, (David C. Cook, 2008), 83-84 
 
St. Patrick (ca. 377): 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks of me, 
Christ in the eye that sees me, 
Christ in the ear that hears me. 
 
I arise today 
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, 
Through a belief in the Threeness, 
Through a confession of the Oneness 
Of the Creator of creation 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "If he gives you the grace to make you believe, he will give you the 
grace to live a holy life afterward." From a sermon called: "Justification by Grace" 
 
John Piper: "In every situation God is doing a thousand things that we can not 
see and we do not know" True Woman Conference 2008 
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Charles Spurgeon: You do not make your own cross, although unbelief is a master 
carpenter at cross-making; neither are you permitted to choose your own cross, although 
self-will wants to be lord and master. But your cross is prepared and appointed for you by 
divine love, and you must cheerfully accept it; you are to take up the cross as your chosen 
badge and burden, and not to stand complaining. This night Jesus bids you submit your 
shoulder to His easy yoke. Do not kick at it in petulance, or trample on it in pride, or fall 
under it in despair, or run away from it in fear, but take it up like a true follower of Jesus. 
Jesus was a cross-bearer; He leads the way in the path of sorrow. Surely you could not 
desire a better guide! And if He carried a cross, what nobler burden would you desire? 
"Morning and Evening," 
 
JI Packer: "Meditation is the activity of calling to mind, and thinking over, and dwelling 
on, and applying to oneself, the various things that one knows about the works and ways 
and purposes and promises of God. It is an activity of holy thought, consciously 
performed in the presence of God, under the eye of God, by the help of God, as a means 
of communion with God. 
 Its purpose is to clear one's mental and spiritual vision of God, and to let his truth 
make its full and proper impact on one's mind and heart. It is a matter of talking to 
oneself about God and oneself; it is, indeed, often a matter of arguing with oneself, 
reasoning oneself out of moods of doubt and unbelief into a clear apprehension of God's 
power and grace. 
 Its effect is ever to humble us, as we contemplate God's greatness and glory and 
our own littleness and sinfulness, and to encourage and reassure us—'comfort' us, in the 
old, strong, Bible sense of the word—as we contemplate the unsearchable riches of 
divine mercy displayed in the Lord Jesus Christ. And it is as we enter more and more 
deeply into this experience of being humbled and exalted that our knowledge of God 
increases, and with it our peace, our strength and our joy." Knowing God    
 
Christine Hoover: "Thankfully and incredibly, God loves differently. He is not hindered 
or limited in His understanding or love. He loves us intimately." DG Blog 
 
John Piper: "God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him." Desiring 
God 
 
Derek L. Melton: "The hour has struck, God has opened the doors to the nations for the 
Gospel, but the American church is asleep, dreaming the American dream." Sermon 
“Shake the dust from your feet” 
 
Francis Schaeffer: "When I'm not content, it's because I am not letting God be God, or I 
have ceased to be thankful."  Heard on a radio interview in 1986 
 
Tim Chester: "The teachers of the law created a system that allowed them to feel 
superior, and the lifted not one finger to help others.  Think how this might play out 
today.  Today's Pharisees might condemn the poor for their dysfunctional families, but 
lift not one finger to help.  Today's Pharisees might condemn the poor for their excessive 
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drinking, but lift not one finger to ease their pain.  Today's Pharisees might condemn the 
poor for their laziness, but lift not one finger to provide employment.  Today's Pharisees 
might condemn the poor for their abortions, but lift not one finger to adopt unwanted 
children.  I'm not defending dysfunctional families, drunkenness, and so on.  But we can't 
condemn theses things at a distance.  That's legalism.  We must come alongside, 
proclaiming and demonstrating the transforming grace of God." A Meal with Jesus: 
Discovering Grace, Community and Mission around the Table, (Wheaton, Crossway, 
2011) , pg. 22 
 
John Owen: Consider who and what you are; who the Spirit is that is grieved, what he has 
done for you, what he comes to your soul about, what he has already done in you; and be 
ashamed.  Among those who walk with God, there is no greater motive and incentive 
unto universal holiness, and the preserving of their hearts and spirits in all purity and 
cleanness than this: That the blessed Spirit, who has undertaken to dwell in them, is 
continually considering what they give entertainment in their hearts unto, and rejoices 
when his temple is kept undefiled. Overcoming Sin and Temptation (Wheaton: Crossway, 
2006), 102. 
 
Ignatius: "Apart from Christ let nothing dazzle you." Letter to the Ephesians 
 
Mark Driscoll: “Ashamed of your many years at the Dragon’s side, you stood off to the 
side alone, gazing at the ground until Jesus came to you. Taking your chin in his hand, 
Jesus lifted your face, looked you in the eye, and told you that your sins were forgiven, 
your Enemy conquered, and your life liberated from captivity, and that God is now your 
Father, new life is your gift, and heaven is your home. As tears streamed down your face, 
Jesus asked you always to remember to see yourself as he does, not in light of what you 
have done or what has been done to you, but rather solely by what he has done for you as 
your victorious Warrior King.” Death by Love (Wheaton: crossway 2008) 46  
 
Kevin DeYoung, "...,the will of God for your life is pretty straightforward: Be holy like 
Jesus, by the power of the Spirit, for the glory of God.", Just Do Something (p. 62)  
 
T. S. Eliot: "The last temptation is the greatest treason: To do the right deed for the 
wrong reason." From the play "Murder In The Cathedral" 1935 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "The axle of the wheels of the chariot of Providence is Infinite Love, 
and Gracious Wisdom is the perpetual charioteer." "Gleanings Among the Sheaves" 
 
Dane Ortlund: "It's time to blow aside the hazy cloud of condemnation that hangs over us 
throughout the day with the strong wind of gospel grace." Defiant Grace 
 
Jonathan Edwards: "The soul of a true Christian, as I then wrote my meditations, 
appeared like such a little white flower as we see in the spring of the year; low and 
humble on the ground, opening its bosom to receive the pleasant beams of the sun's 
glory; rejoicing as it were in a calm rapture; diffusing around a sweet fragrancy; standing 
peacefully and lovingly, in the midst of other flowers round about; all in like manner 
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opening their bosoms to drink in the light of the sun. There was no part of creature 
holiness, that I had so great a sense of its loveliness, as humility, brokenness of heart and 
poverty of spirit; and there was nothing that I so earnestly longed for. My heart panted 
after this - to lie low before God, as in the dust; that I might be nothing, and that God 
might be ALL, that I might become as a little child." From Iain Murray, Jonathan 
Edwards: A New Biography, (The Banner of Truth Trust, 1987), 51-52. 
 
John Piper: “A pastor who feels competent in himself to produce eternal fruit—which is 
the only kind that matters—knows neither God nor himself. A pastor who does not know 
the rhythm of desperation and deliverance must have his sights only on what man can 
achieve.” Brothers, We Are Not Professionals, p. 54. 
 
St. Augustine: "Hear my prayer, O Lord; let not my soul faint under Thy discipline, nor 
let me faint in confessing unto Thee Thy mercies, whereby thou hast saved me from all 
my most wicked ways till Thou shouldst become sweet to me beyond all the allurements 
that i used to follow.  Let me come to love Thee wholly, and grasp Thy hand with my 
whole heart that Thou mayest deliver me from every temptation, even unto the last. 
Augustine: Confessions, (Dover Publications Inc., Mineola, NY, 2002) Chapter XV, 24, 
p.14 
 
Jim Elliot: “We are so utterly ordinary, so commonplace, while we profess to know a 
Power the Twentieth Century does not reckon with. But we are "harmless," and therefore 
unharmed. We are spiritual pacifists, non-militants, conscientious objectors in this battle-
to-the-death with principalities and powers in high places. Meekness must be had for 
contact with men, but brass, outspoken boldness is required to take part in the 
comradeship of the Cross. We are "sideliners" -- coaching and criticizing the real 
wrestlers while content to sit by and leave the enemies of God unchallenged. The world 
cannot hate us, we are too much like its own. Oh that God would make us dangerous!” 
(Journal) 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: "But to procrastinate and prevaricate simply because you’re afraid 
of erring, when others — I mean our brethren in Germany — must make infinitely more 
difficult decisions every day, seems to me almost to run counter to love. To delay or fail 
to make decisions may be more sinful than to make wrong decisions out of faith and 
love." Bonhoeffer, [Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2010], 218) 
 
J.C. Ryle: Look steadily at Jesus on the cross, if you want to feel inward peace. Look to 
anything of your own, and you will never feel comfortable. Your own life and doings, 
your own repentance and amendment, your own morality and regularity, your own 
church-going and Sacrament-receiving, your own Bible-reading and your prayers, your 
own almsgiving and your charities,--what, what are they all but a huge mass of 
imperfection? Rest not upon them for a moment, in the matter of your justification. As 
evidences of your wishes, feelings, bias, tastes, habits, inclinations, they may be useful 
helps occasionally. As grounds of acceptance with God they are worthless rubbish. They 
cannot give you comfort; they cannot bear the weight of your sins; they cannot stand the 
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searching eye of God. Rest on nothing but Christ crucified, and the atonement He made 
for you on Calvary. This, this alone is the way of peace. (Sermon, "Are you looking?") 
 
J. D Greear: "In Christ, there is nothing I can do that would make You love me more and 
nothing I have done that makes You love me less." GOSPEL, (B&H, 2011) 
Oswald Chambers: "I have never met a person I could despair of, or lose all hope for, 
after discerning what lies in me apart from the grace of God." My Utmost for His Highest, 
(Grand Rapids: Discovery House, 1992), 6/17. 

 
John Piper: "The universe, they say, is so vast, it makes man utterly insignificant. Why 
would God have bothered to create such a microscopic speck called the earth and 
humanity and then get involved with us? Beneath this question is a fundamental failure to 
see what the universe is about. It is about the greatness of God, not the significance of 
man. God made man small and the universe big to say something about himself. And he 
says it for us to learn and enjoy—namely, that he is infinitely great and powerful and 
wise and beautiful. The more the Hubble Telescope sends back to us about the 
unfathomable depths of space, the more we should stand in awe of God. The 
disproportion between us and the universe is a parable about the disproportion between 
us and God. And it is an understatement." Don't Waste Your Life, (Crossway Books, 
2003), 34 
 
Charles Spurgeon: Autumn begins to lay its hands upon all things.  The vigor of the year 
is past, and the sabbath season of the woods has come. . . . Every falling leaf is a sermon.  
'Far from the city's dust and din' we wander till our feet are arrested by the tiny tarn 
which give drink to bird and beast; and by its brink we sit us down and muse upon a 
fading world, and the generations of its life which rise like the waves of the sea only to 
die upon the shore.  Yet life abides and death cannot drive it from its throne.  The leaves 
fall, but the forest lives on: men perish, but the race survives.  Better still, the Lord of all 
things lives; and as his watchful eye watches over the floweret which blooms in the 
innermost wood, so does he care for me.  Lost as I might well be amid these pathless 
forests, yet he broods around me, and I am at home in him.  When, like a faded leaf, I 
hang upon the tree awaiting my end, I will not fear; for when the time shall come for me 
to flutter to the ground, he will be with me, and direct my way, as surely as though I were 
the only creature he ever made. Quoted by Kruppa, “Charles Haddon Spurgeon, A 
Preacher’s Progress," 388 
 
Eric Metaxas: "This was how Bonhoeffer saw what he was doing. He had theologically 
redefined the Christian life as something active, not reactive. It had nothing to do with 
avoiding sin or with merely talking or teaching or believing theological notions or 
principles or rules or tenets. It had everything to do with living one's whole life in 
obedience to God's call through action. It did not merely require a mind, but a body too. 
It was God's call to be fully human, to live as human beings obedient to the one who had 
made us, which was the fulfillment of our destiny. It was not cramped, compromised, 
circumspect life, but a life lived in a kind of wild, joyful, full-throated freedom--that was 
what it was to obey God." Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy, (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson, Inc, 2010), 446. 
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John Piper: "When you think he is farthest from you, or has even turned against you, the 
truth is that as you cling to him, he is laying foundation stones of greater happiness in 
your life." A Sweet and Bitter Providence 
 
Robert Murray McCheyne: "Ah! believers, you are a tempted people. You are always 
poor and needy.  And God intends it should be so, to give you constant errands to go to 
Jesus. Some may say, it is not good to be a believer; but ah!  see to whom we can go." 
Works, 59. 
 
R.C. Sproul: "[Uzzah[ stretched out his hand and put it squarely on the ark, steadying it in 
place lest it fall to the ground. An act of holy heroism? No! It was an act of arrogance, a 
sin of presumption. Uzzah assumed that his hand was less polluted than the earth. But it 
wasn’t the ground or the mud that would desecrate the ark; it was the touch of man. The 
earth is an obedient creature. It does what God tells it to do. It brings forth its yield in its 
season. It obeys the laws of nature which God has established. When the temperature 
falls to a certain point, the ground freezes. When water is added to dust, it becomes mud, 
just as God decided. The ground doesn’t commit cosmic treason. There is nothing 
polluted about the ground. 
 God did not want his holy throne to be touched by that which was contaminated 
by evil, that which was in rebellion to him, that which by its ungodly revolt had brought 
the whole of creation to ruin and caused the ground and the sky and the waters of the sea 
to groan together in travail waiting for the day of redemption. . . " The Holiness of God, 
(Tyndale, 1985), 140-141 
 
Ligon Duncan: "If you want unfairness, if you want discrimination, I can give you that. 
That is called heaven by grace.  Heaven by grace is the most unfair doctrine imaginable. 
Sinners deserving condemnation get heaven forever because the One who was without 
sin became sin for their reconciliation.  That is unfair, but hell is the fairest doctrine in the 
world.  In hell, you not only get what you want, you get what you deserve.  In hell, you 
are paid your wages.  In hell, you reap what you have sown.  It is the fairest doctrine in 
the world.  Heaven, that is unfair.  A sinner enjoying Christ for all eternity is unfair. Give 
me unfair!  I will take heaven by grace. Fear Not! (Christian Focus, 2008), 39-40 
 
John Stott: “For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for God [Gen. 3:1-7], 
while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man [2 Cor. 5:21]. Man 
asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God 
sacrifices himself for man and puts himself where only man deserves to be.” The Cross of 
Christ: 
 
Andrew Murray: "Not to be occupied with your sin, but to be occupied with God brings 
deliverance from self." "Humility: The Beauty of Holiness." 
 
A.W. Tozer: “With the goodness of God to desire our highest welfare, the wisdom of 
God to plan it, and the power of God to achieve it, what do we lack?  Surely we are the 
most favored of all creatures.” The Knowledge of the Holy, (Harper Collins, 1961), p. 64 
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John Piper: " We must not be intimidated here. The world is going to say the opposite of 
what is true here. They are going to say that warning people who practice homosexuality 
about final judgment is hateful. It is not hateful. Hate does not want people to be saved. 
Hate does not want people to join the family. Hate wants to destroy. And sin does 
destroy. If homosexual practice (and greed and idolatry and reviling and drunkenness) 
leads to exclusion from the kingdom of God — as the word of God says it does — 
then love warns. Love pleads. Love comes alongside and does all it can to help a person 
live — forever." ("Let Marriage Be Held in High Honor") 
 
J. I. Packer: "I remember my first evening meal at theological college.  We were all 
strangers to each other, and conversation was exploratory, hearty and random.  I told the 
man opposite me, a grinning little Welshman, that I was a Puritan addict.  He asked why.  
I told him the Puritans had done me good; they went deep, and were magnificent on 
mortification.  'Mortification!' he said.  'Let's have a talk after the meal.' 
That night we walked the river banks of Oxford for about two hours.  I told him what J 
John Owen's sixty pages on the mortifying of sin had done for me when a popular brand 
of holiness teaching was driving me round the bend.  He told me of his agonies in an 
overheated community where perfectionism was expressed, moral standards were 
tumbling and the word mortification was taboo because everyone was supposed to have 
got beyond that.  In such an atmosphere God had taught him that sin is not rooted out of 
us nor rendered impotent in us at any stage in this life, and that watching, praying, 
suspecting yourself and often examining your heart and actions are vital disciplines lest 
you enter into temptation without realizing what you are doing." God's Words, (Downers 
Grove, InterVarsityPress, 1981) p. 180 
 
John Owen: "What then is holiness? Holiness is nothing but the implanting, writing and 
living out of the gospel in our souls (Eph 4:24)." The Holy Spirit (Edinburgh: Banner of 
Truth, 1998), 100. 
 
John Owen: "The growth of trees and plants takes place so slowly that it is not easily 
seen. Daily we notice little change. But, in course of time, we see that a great change has 
taken place. So it is with grace. Sanctification is a progressive, lifelong work (Prov 4:18). 
It is an amazing work of God's grace and it is a work to be prayed for (Rom 8:27)." The 
Holy Spirit (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1998), 108-109. 
 
John Owen: "Great winds and storms help fruit-bearing trees. So also do corruptions and 
temptations help the fruitfulness of grace and holiness. The storm loosens the earth round 
its roots so the tree is able to get its roots deeper into the earth, where it receives fresh 
supplies of nourishment. But only much later will it be seen to bring forth better fruit. So 
corruptions and temptations develop the roots of humility, self-abasement and mourning 
in a deeper search for that grace by which holiness grows strong. But only later will there 
be visible fruits of increased holiness." The Holy Spirit (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 
1998), 110-111. 
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John Owen: "Though we are commanded to 'wash ourselves', to 'cleanse ourselves from 
sins', to 'purge ourselves from all our iniquities', yet to imagine that we can do these 
things by our own efforts is to trample on the cross and grace of Jesus Christ. Whatever 
God works in us by his grace, he commands us to do as our duty. God works all in us and 
by us." The Holy Spirit (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1998), 124. 
 
Tim Keller: "God will only give you what you would have asked for if you knew 
everything he knows." The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism. (New York: 
Riverhead, 2009) 
 
Ben Patterson: "Sometimes I think that our hands are cauterized by too much handling of 
holy things.  Our hearts get calluses...We clergy must learn to act and think as people 
who are amazed that our proximity to holy things has not left us vaporized." Deepening 
Your Conversation With God, Bethany House, 1999, page 79 
 
Stephen Charnock: "Therefore let us provide for a happy interest in the eternity of God. 
 Man is made for an eternal state.  The soul has such a perfection in its nature that it is fit 
for eternity, and cannot display all its operations but in eternity.  To an eternity it must 
go, and live as long as God himself lives.  Things of a short duration are not proportioned 
to a soul made for an eternal continuance; to see that it be a comfortable eternity is worth 
all our care.  Man is a forecasting creature, considers not only the present, but the future 
too, in his provisions for his family; and shall he disgrace his nature in casting oft’ all 
consideration of a future eternity?  Get possession therefore of the eternal God." The 
Attributes of God  
 
Tim Keller: "The thing we would remember from meeting a truly gospel-humble person 
is how much they seemed to be totally interested in us. Because the essence of gospel-
humility is not thinking more of myself or thinking less of myself, it is thinking of myself 
less. Gospel-humility is not needing to think about myself. Not needing to connect things 
with myself. It is an end to thoughts such as 'I'm in this room with these people, does that 
makes me look good? Do i want to be here?' True gospel-humility means I stop 
connecting every experience, every conversation, with myself. In fact, I stop thinking 
about myself. The freedom of self forgetfulness." The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness  
  
Jeff Purswell: "When we see our lives in light of what Jesus Christ accomplished on the 
cross everything will be different... we'll take our place in this world, enjoying God's 
purposes, and giving our lives to see the gospel proclaimed, sinners saved, and God 
glorified" Worldliness: Resisting the Seduction of a Fallen World, (Wheaton: Crossway 
2009), 171 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "There, poor sinner, take my garment, and put it on; you shall stand 
before God as if you were Christ, and I will stand before God as if I had been the sinner; I 
will suffer in the sinner's stead, and you shall be rewarded for works that you did not do, 
but which I did for you." The Essential Works of Charles Spurgeon, pg 36 
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Luma Simms: "Over and against our wounds that cry out for “justice,” we need to heap 
the balm of grace. The first thought that will stop this type of anger and bitterness in its 
tracks is this: Someone has already paid for these sins that I am angry, bitter and hurt 
over: Jesus Christ! He paid for those other peoples’ sins and he has paid for my sins." 
(Anger and bitterness, Gospelgrace.net) 
 
C. S. Lewis: "The Christian, in relation to heaven, is in much the same position as this 
schoolboy. Those who have attained everlasting life in the vision of God doubtless know 
very well that it is no mere bribe, but the very consummation of their earthly discipleship; 
but we who have not yet attained it cannot know this in the same way, and cannot even 
begin to know it at all except by continuing to obey and finding the first reward of our 
obedience in our increasing power to desire the ultimate reward. Just in proportion as the 
desire grows, our fear lest it should be a mercenary desire will die away and finally be 
recognized as an absurdity. But probably this will not, for most of us, happen in a day; 
poetry replaces grammar, gospel replaces law, longing transforms obedience, as 
gradually as the tide lifts a grounded ship." The Weight of Glory, (New York: HarperOne, 
1949), pg. 28. 
 
John Owen: “Never was sin seen to be more abominably sinful and full of provocation 
than when the burden of it was upon the shoulders of the Son of God...Would you, then, 
see the true demerit of sin?—take the measure of it from the mediation of Christ, 
especially his cross.”(Communion with the Triune God,  Wheaton: Crossway, 2007, 203-
04) 
 
J.D. Greear: "In Christ there is nothing I can do that would make you love me more, and 
nothing I have done that makes you love me less. Your presence and approval are all I 
need for everlasting joy. As you have been to me I will be to others. As I pray, I'll 
measure your compassion by the cross and your power by the resurrection." ( The Gospel 
Prayer) Gospel. B&H books. 2011 
 
John Donne: "Batter my heart, three person'd God; for, you 
As yet but knocke, breathe, shine, and seeke to mend; 
That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow mee,' and bend 
Your force, to breake, blowe, burn and make me new. 
I, like an usurpt towne, to'another due, 
Labour to'admit you, but Oh, to no end, 
Reason your viceroy in mee, mee should defend, 
But is captv'd, and proves weake or untrue. 
Yet dearely 'I love you, and would be loved faine, 
but am betroth'd unto your enemie: 
Divorce mee, 'untie, or breake that knot againe, 
Take mee to you, imprison mee, for I 
Except you'enthrall mee, never shall be free, 
Nor ever chast, except you ravish me." "Holy Sonnet" 
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C. S. Lewis: "You have a traitor there, Aslan," said the Witch. Everyone present knew 
that she meant Edmund. But Edmund had gotten past thinking about himself after all he'd 
been through and after the talk he'd had that morning. He just went on looking at Aslan. It 
didn't seem to matter what the Witch said. "Well," said Aslan, "his offense was not 
against you."...Edmund was on the other side of Aslan, looking all the time at Aslan's 
face. He felt a choking feeling and wondered if he ought to say something; but a moment 
later he felt that he was not expected to do anything except to wait, and to do what he was 
told." The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, (New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 
1950), 141-143. 
 
John Bunyan: "And, indeed, this is one of the greatest mysteries in the world; namely, 
that a righteousness that resides in heaven should justify me, a sinner on earth!" 
Justification By An Imputed Righteousness 
 
Joni E Tada: "My wheelchair is not my cross.  My paraplegia is not my cross.  My cross 
is my attitude." (2005 DG national conference message) 
 
Geerhardus Vos: "To be a Christian is to live one's life not merely in obedience to God, 
nor merely to depend on God, nor merely for the sake of God; it is to stand in conscious, 
reciprocal fellowship with God, to be identified with Him in thought and purpose and 
work, to receive from Him and give back to Him in the ceaseless interplay of spiritual 
forces... According to this the covenant means that God gives Himself to man and man 
gives himself to God for that full measure of mutual acquaintance and enjoyment of 
which each side to the relationship is capable." “Hebrews, the Epistle of the Diatheke,” 
in Redemptive History and Biblical Interpretation (ed. R. B. Gaffin, Jr.; Phillipsburg: 
Presbyterian & Reformed, 1980) 186. 
 
Martin Luther: "A Christian man is the most free lord of all, and subject to none; a 
Christian man is the most dutiful servant of all, and subject to everyone." On Christian 
Liberty 
 
C. S. Lewis: "The whole idea of seeing through something is to see something through it. 
But a wholly transparent world is an invisible world. To 'see through' all things is the 
same as not to see." The Abolition of Man 
 
J. I. Packer: "[N]obody can produce new evidence of your depravity that will make God 
change his mind.  For God justified you with (so to speak) his eyes open.  He knew the 
worst about you at the time when he accepted you for Jesus' sake; and the verdict which 
he passed then was, and is, final." Knowing God (IVP, 1993) pp. 273. 
 
Tim Keller: "Jesus does not divide the world into the moral "good guys" and the immoral 
"bad guys".  He shows us that everyone is dedicated to a project of self-salvation, to 
using God and others in order to get power and control for themselves.  We are just going 
about it in different ways.  Even though both sons are wrong, however, the father cares 
for them and invites them both back into his love and feast." The Prodigal God, (New 
York: Dutton, 2008), 43. 
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Charles Spurgeon: “Blessed Trinity, grant that we might joyfully believe that You have 
decreed the holy lives of Thy people as much as You have decreed our ultimate 
glorification with Thee in Heaven!” Prayeraphrases: Priceless Legacies of Prayer, 
Anthony J. Ruspantini, Ed. (Treasure House, 1997), Kindle. 
 
John Bunyan: "But one day, as I was passing in the field, and that too with some dashes 
on my conscience, fearing lest yet all was not right, suddenly this sentence fell upon my 
soul, Thy righteousness is in heaven; and methought withal, I saw, with the eyes of my 
soul, Jesus Christ at God's right hand; there, I say, as my righteousness; so that wherever 
I was, or whatever I was adoing, mGod could not say of me, He wants my righteousness, 
for that was just before him.  I also saw, moreover, that it was not my good frame of heart 
that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made my righteousness 
worse; for my righteousness was Jesus Christ himself, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, The Works of John Bunyan: Volume 1 
(East Peoria: Banner of Truth Trust, 2009), pg. 35-36 
 
Thomas Watson: "Until sin is bitter, Christ will not be sweet." The Great Gain of 
Godliness: Practical Notes on Malachi 3:16-18, Puritan Paperbacks. Edinburgh: The 
Banner of Truth Trust, 2006. 
 
Thomas Watson: “There is justice in hell, but sin is the most unjust thing. It would rob 
God of his glory, Christ of his purchase, the soul of its happiness.” -38 
The Great Gain of Godliness: Practical Notes on Malachi 3:16-18, Puritan Paperbacks. 
Edinburgh: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2006 
 
John Calvin: "It is evident that man never attains to a true self-knowledge until he has 
previously contemplated the face of God and come down after such contemplation to 
look into Himself…So long as we do not look beyond the earth, we are quite pleased 
with our own righteousness, wisdom, and virtue; we address ourselves in the most 
flattering terms, and seem only less than demigods.  But should we once begin to raise 
our thoughts to God, and reflect what kind of Being he is, and how absolute the 
perfection of what righteousness, and wisdom, and virtue, to which as a standard, we are 
bound to be conformed, what formerly delighted us by its false show of righteousness, 
will become polluted with the greatest iniquity; what strangely imposed upon us under 
the name of wisdom, will disgust by its extreme folly; and what presented the appearance 
of virtuous energy, will be condemned as the most miserable impotence. " Grace 
Unknown: The Heart of Reformed Theology; Baker Books; Grand Rapids, MI; 37 
 
Elisabeth Elliot: "Amy and the Buxtons had packed for a long voyage but the ship sailed 
six days later than scheduled...Surely they were going to be late for everything they were 
making the journey for if they went on in this happy-go-lucky style. Mr. Buxton, never 
ruffled, pointed out the obvious: 'God knows all about the boats." A chance to Die by 
(Grand Rapids: Revell, 1987), 77-78.  
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J.I. Packer: "Do I as a Christian understand myself? Do I know my own real identity? My 
own real destiny? I am a child of God, God is my Father; heaven is my home; every day 
is one day nearer. My Saviour is my brother; every Christian is my brother too. 
Say it over and over again to yourself first thing in the morning, last thing at night, as you 
wait for the bus, any time when your mind is free, and ask God that you may be enabled 
to live as one who knows it is all utterly and completely true. For this is the Christians 
secret of the Christian life, of a God-honouring life." Knowing God, (Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 1993). 
 
David Brainerd: "Saw so much of the wickedness of my heart that I longed to get away 
from myself…I felt almost pressed to death with my own vileness. Oh what a body of 
death is there in me…Oh the closest walk with God is the sweetest heaven that can be 
enjoyed on earth!"The Life and Diary of David Brainerd (Grand Rapids, Baker 2007) 86. 
                                                                                               
John Piper: "...all the saving events and all the saving blessings of the gospel are means 
of getting obstacles out of the way so that we might know and enjoy God most fully. 
Propitiation, redemption, forgiveness, imputation, sanctification, liberation, healing, 
heaven—none of these is good news except for one reason: they bring us to God for our 
everlasting enjoyment of him. If we believe all these things have happened to us, but do 
not embrace them for the sake of getting to God, they have not happened to us. Christ 
did not die to forgive sinners who go on treasuring anything above seeing and savoring 
God. And people who would be happy in heaven if Christ were not there, will not be 
there. The gospel is not a way to get people to heaven; it is a way to get people to God. 
It’s a way of overcoming every obstacle to everlasting joy in God. If we don’t want God 
above all things, we have not been converted by the gospel." God is the 
Gospel, (Wheaton: Crossway, 2005), 47. 
 
C. H. Spurgeon: "Our faith is a person; the gospel that we have to preach is a person; and 
go wherever we may, we have something solid and tangible to preach, for our gospel is a 
person. If you had asked the twelve Apostles in their day, ‘What do you believe in?’ they 
would not have stopped to go round about with a long sermon, but they would have 
pointed to their Master and they would have said, ‘We believe him.’ ‘But what are your 
doctrines?’ ‘There they stand incarnate.’ ‘But what is your practice?’ ‘There stands our 
practice. He is our example.’ ‘What then do you believe?’ Hear the glorious answer of 
the Apostle Paul, ‘We preach Christ crucified.’ Our creed, our body of divinity, our 
whole theology is summed up in the person of Christ Jesus." Lectures Delivered before 
the Young Men’s Christian Association in Exeter Hall 1858-1859 (London, 1859), 159-
160. 
 
John Piper, "...conversion is the creation of new desires, not just new duties; new 
delights, not just new deeds; new treasures, not just new tasks.", When I Don't Desire 
God: How to Fight for Joy, 16 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "And He is full of grace. Ah! had He not been, I should never have 
been saved. He drew me when I struggled to escape from His grace; and when at last I 
came all trembling like a condemned culprit to His mercy-seat, He said, Thy sins, which 
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are many, are all forgiven thee: be of good cheer.' And He is full of truth. True have His 
promises been; not one has failed. I bear witness that never servant had such a master as I 
have; never brother such a kinsman as He has been to me; never spouse such a husband 
as Christ has been to my soul; never sinner a better Saviour; never mourner a better 
comforter than Christ hath been to my spirit. I want none beside Him. In life He is my 
life, and in death He shall be the death of death; in poverty Christ is my riches; in 
sickness He makes my bed; in darkness He is my star, and in brightness He is my 
sun...Jesus is to me all grace and no wrath, all truth and no falsehood: and of truth and 
grace He is full, infinitely full." Morning and Evening  
Milton Vincent; "For the gospel is the one great permanent circumstance in which I live 
and move; and every hardship in my life is allowed by God only because it serves His 
gospel purposes in me." The Gospel Primer 
 
J. H. Thornwell: If the Church could be aroused to a deeper sense of the glory that awaits 
her, she would enter with a warmer spirit into the struggles that are before her. Hope 
would inspire ardour. She would even now arise from the dust, and like the eagle, plume 
her pinions for loftier flights than she has yet taken. What she wants, and what every 
individual Christian wants, is faith — faith in her sublime vocation, in her Divine 
resources, in the presence and efficacy of the Spirit that dwells in her — faith in the truth, 
faith in Jesus, and faith in God. With such a faith there would be no need to 
speculate about the future. That would speedily reveal itself. It is our unfaithfulness, our 
negligence and unbelief, our low and carnal aims, that retard the chariot of the Redeemer. 
The Bridegroom cannot come until the Bride has made herself ready. Let the Church be 
in earnest after greater holiness in her own members, and in faith and love undertake the 
conquest of the world, and she will soon settle the question whether her resources are 
competent to change the face of the earth. [c. 1871] Quoted within The Puritan Hope, by 
Iain H. Murray, (Banner of Truth, 1971, page xxii). 
 
Thomas Manton: “If we would profit by the word of God, we must go to God, and desire 
the light and strength of His grace. If we would enjoy the blessed God, according to the 
direction of His word, we must not only consult with the word, but with God; nothing 
else can draw us off from the world, and persuade us to look after heavenly 
things; nothing else will teach us the vanity of the creature, the reality of 
spiritual privileges. Until we see these thinks in a divine light, the heart hangs off from 
God; …We shall still run after lying vanities until God doth open our eyes to see the 
mysteries of the word, and to be affected with the way. …Our hearts can never be drawn 
to God until He takes us into His own hands.” Sermon on Psalm 119:12 (Psalm 119, vol. 
I:102; Banner of Truth Geneva series reprints, 1990 ). 
 
Francis A. Schaeffer: "The reality of living by faith as though we were already dead, of 
living by faith in open communion with God, and then stepping back into the external 
world as though we are already raised from the dead, this is not once for all, it is a matter 
of moment-by-moment faith, and living moment by moment. This morning's faith will 
never do for this noon. The faith of this noon will never do for supper time. The faith of 
supper time will never do for the time of going to bed. The faith of midnight will never 
do for the next morning. Thank God for the reality for which we were created, a moment-
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by-moment communication with God himself. We should indeed be thankful because the 
moment-by-moment quality brings the whole thing to the size which we are, as God has 
made us.… To believe him, not just when I accept Christ as Savior, but every moment, 
one moment at a time: this is the Christian life, and this is true spirituality." True 
Spirituality, (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1971, 2001), 78, 80 
 
John Owen: "...but let it suffice us to know that it became God, who is the supreme Ruler, 
Governor and Judge of all that sin should be punished with death in the sinner or his 
surety; and therefore if God would bring many sons to glory, the Captain of their 
salvation must undergo sufferings and death, to make satisfaction for them." Commentary 
on Heb 2:10 
 
Jerry Bridges: "Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's 
grace. And your best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God's 
grace" The Discipline of Grace: God's Role and Our Role in the Pursuit of Holiness, 19, 
Navpress, 1994,2006 
 
Tullian Tchividjian: "The Christian life is not I'm getting stronger every day...it's I'm 
becoming acutely aware of my weakness and incompetence and Christ's continuing 
strength and competence for me...that's Christian growth."(sermon, "The Glorious 
Impossibility") 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "My hope lives not because I am not a sinner, but because I am a 
sinner for whom Christ died; my trust is not that I am holy, but that being unholy, HE is 
my righteousness. My faith rests not upon what I am or shall be or feel or know, but in 
what Christ is, in what He has done, and in what He is now doing for me. Hallelujah!" 
Morning & Evening Devotional September 25, 
 
David McIntyre: “To what profit is it that we dwell in Jerusalem, if we do not see the 
King’s face? And when He comes forth from His royal chambers, accompanied with 
blessing, are we to hold ourselves at leisure that we may yield Him worship and offer 
Him service?” (Hidden Life of Prayer) 
 
John Owen: “The vigour, and power, and comfort of our spiritual life depends on the 
mortification of the deeds of the flesh…The choicest believers, who are assuredly freed 
from the condemning power of sin, ought yet to make it their business all their days to 
mortify the indwelling power of sin…Do you mortify; do you make it your daily work; 
be always at it whilst you live; cease not a day from this work; be killing sin or it will be 
killing you.” Mortification of Sin In Believers, Works of John Owen, (PA: Banner of 
Truth Trust, 1991), Vol. 6, 9. 
 
John Owen: “Let not that man think he makes any progress in holiness who walks not 
over the bellies of his lusts.  He who doth not kill sin in his way takes no steps towards 
his journey’s end.  He who finds not opposition from it, and who sets not himself in every 
particular to its mortification, is at peace with it, not dying to it.” Mortification of Sin In 
Believers, Works of John Owen, (PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1991), Vol. 6, 14. 
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David Powlison: “Don’t ever degenerate into giving advice unconnected to the good 
news of Jesus crucified, alive, present, at work and returning.” Who is God? The Journal 
of Biblical Counseling, Volume 17, Number 2, Winter 1999, p. 16 
 
John Owen: "The choicest believers, who are assuredly freed from the condemning 
power of sin, ought yet to make it their business all their days to mortify the indwelling 
power of sin. So the apostle, "Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth" 
(Col 3:5). To whom does he speak? Such as were "risen with Christ" (v. 1); such as we're 
dead with him (v. 3); such as whose life Christ was and who should "appear with him in 
glory" (v. 4). 
 Do you mortify; do you make it your daily work; be always at it whilst you live; 
cease not a day from this work; be killing sin or it will be killing you. Your being dead 
with Christ virtually, your being quickened with him, will not excuse you from this 
work." Overcoming sin & temptation, (Wheaton, Crossway 2006)  pg 50 
 
C. S. Lewis: "If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did the most for 
the present world were just those who thought most of the next.  The apostles themselves, 
who set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire; the great men who built up the 
Middle Ages; the English evangelicals who abolished the slave trade, all left their mark 
on earth, precisely because their minds were occupied with heaven.  It is since Christians 
have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in 
this." Mere Christianity       
 
Sinclair Ferguson : "When I know that Christ is the one real sacrifice for my sins, 
that His work on my behalf has been accepted by God, 
that He is my heavenly Intercessor - then His blood is the antidote to the poison in the 
voices that echo in my conscience, condemning me for my many failures. Indeed, Christ's 
shed blood chokes them into silence!" In Christ Alone, 151 
 
John Bunyan: “Now while they were thus drawing towards the gate, behold, a company 
of the heavenly host came to meet them;  to whom it was said by the other two Shining 
Ones, These are the men that have loved our Lord when they were in the world, and that 
have left all for his holy name; and he hath sent us to fetch them, and we have brought 
them thus far on their desired journey, that they may go in and look their Redeemer in the 
face with joy.  Then the heavenly host gave a great shout, saying, ‘Blessed are they that 
are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” The Pilgrim's Progress, (New 
Kensington, Whitaker House, 1981) p.195 
 
C. H. Spurgeon: "I have my own private opinion that there is no such thing as preaching 
Christ and Him crucified unless we preach what is nowadays called Calvinism. It is a 
nickname to call it Calvinism; Calvinism is the Gospel and nothing else. I do not believe 
we can preach the Gospel... unless we preach the sovereignty of God in his dispensation 
of grace; nor unless we exalt the electing, unchangeable, eternal, immutable, conquering 
love of Jehovah. Nor do I think we can preach the Gospel unless we base it upon the 
special and particular redemption of his elect and chosen people which Christ wrought 



	   21	  

out upon the cross; nor can I comprehend the Gospel which allows saints to fall away 
after they are called." "Christ Crucified" 
 
J. H. Jowett: "When the world gazes upon us. the professed disciples of the Master, does 
it see just a reflection of itself, its own wear and tear, its own strain and worry, or does it 
stoop to gaze upon a rare flower, and to wonder and to inquire about the soil in which it 
was grown?" The Passion for Souls, (New York: Fleming H. Revell, 1905) 86. 
 
James White: "The issue at the reformation and the issue to this day is not the necessity 
of grace it is the sufficiency of grace." 3.29.2012 edition of the Dividing Line. 
 
C. S. Lewis: "You will say that these are very small sins; and doubtless, like all young 
tempters, you are anxious to be able to report spectacular wickedness.  But do remember, 
the only thing that matters is the extent to which you separate the man from the 
Enemy.  It does not matter how small the sins are, provided that their cumulative effect is 
to edge the man away from the Light and out into the Nothing.  Murder is no better than 
cards if cards can do the trick.  Indeed, the safest road to Hell is the gradual one – the 
gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without 
signposts.  Your affectionate uncle, Screwtape." The Screwtape Letters, (New York: 
Macmillan, 1966), 56.   
 
Jerry Bridges: "Don't believe everything you think.  You cannot be trusted to tell yourself 
the truth.  Stay in The Word." The Great Exchange, Crossway, 2007 
 
John MacArthur: “Discipleship entails a life of total self-denial, a humble disposition 
towards others, a whole-hearted devotion to the Lord alone, a willingness to obey His 
commands in everything, an eagerness to sense Him even in His absence, and a 
motivation that comes from knowing He is well pleased.” (Slave , 43) 
 
Horatius Bonar: "This righteousness is 'reckoned' or 'imputed' to all who believe; so that 
they are treated by God as if it were actually theirs.  They are entitled to claim all that 
which such a righteousness can merit from God (as the Judge of righteous claims).  It 
does not become ours gradually, or in fragments or drops; but is transferred to us all at 
once.  It is not that so much of it is reckoned to us in proportion to the strength of our 
faith, or the warmth of our love, or the fevour of our prayers; but the whole of it passes 
over to us by imputation.  In its whole quality and quantity it is transferred to us.  Its 
perfection represents us before God; and its preciousness, with all that that preciousness 
can purchase for us, henceforth belongs to us". The Everlasting Righteousness, The 
Banner of Truth Trust  1993, 82-83 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "If you stop and say, "I want to know first whether I am elect," you 
ask you know not what.  Go to Jesus, be you never so guilty as you are.  Leave all curious 
inquiry about election alone.  Go straight to Christ and hide in His wounds, and you shall 
know your election.  The assurance of the Holy Spirit shall be given to you, so that you 
will be able to say," I know whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have commited to him."  Christ was at the everlasting council: He can 
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tell you whether you were chosen or not; but you cannot find it out in any other way.  Go 
and put your trust in Him, and His answer will be-"I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love, therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."  There will be no doubt about his 
having chosen you, when you have chosen him." Morning and Evening, 398 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: "After he has been following Christ for a long time, the disciple of 
Jesus will be asked, “Lacked ye anything?” and he will answer “Nothing, Lord.” How 
could he when he knows that despite hunger and nakedness, persecution and danger, the 
Lord is always at his side?" The Cost of Discipleship,  (Touchstone: Simon and Schuster, 
1995) 181.  
 
J.C. Ryle: "In justification the word to be addressed to man is believe — only believe; in 
sanctification the word must be “watch, pray, and fight.” Holiness, ( Moscow, ID: 
Charles Nolan Publishers, 2001), ix. 
 
Philip Yancey: "Brennan Manning tells the story of an Irish priest who, on a walking tour 
of a rural parish, sees an old peasant kneeling by the side of the road, praying. Impressed, 
the priest says to the man, "You must be very close to God." The peasant looks up from 
his prayers, thinks a moment, and then smiles, "Yes, he's very fond of me." What's so 
Amazing About Grace? (Zondervan, 1997) pp. 68-69 
 
Milton Vincent: "The gospel is so foolish (according to my natural wisdom), so 
scandalous (according to my conscience), and so incredible (according to my timid heart 
), that it is a daily battle to believe the full scope of it  as I should.  There is simply no 
other way to compete with the forebodings of my conscience, the condemnings of my 
heart, and the lies of the world and the Devil than to overwhelm such things with daily 
rehearsings of the Gospel." A Gospel Primer, (Focus Publishing, 2008), 14. 
 
J.D. Greear: "For many evangelicals the gospel has functioned solely as the entry rite into 
Christianity; it is the prayer we pray to begin our relationship with Jesus; the diving board 
off of which we jump into the pool of Christianity. After we get into the pool, we get into 
the real stuff of Christianity: mastering good principles for our marriage; learning rules 
and regulations of how to behave; and figuring out if Kirk Cameron will be left 
behind. The gospel, however, is not just the diving board off of which we jump into the 
pool of Christianity; it is the pool itself. It is not only the way we begin in Christ; it is the 
way we grow in Christ. As Tim Keller says, the gospel is not just the ABCs of 
Christianity, it is the A-Z; it is not the first step in a stairway of truths, it is more like the 
hub of God's wheel of truth. All other Christian virtues flow out of it." Gospel: 
Recovering the Power that Made Christianity Revolutionary, (Nashville: B&H 
Publishing, 2011), 21.  
 
J.C. Ryle: "Lastly, we must be holy, because without holiness on earth — we will never 
be prepared to enjoy Heaven. ...I do not know what others may think — but to me it does 
seem clear that Heaven would be a miserable place to an unholy man. It cannot be 
otherwise. People may say in a vague way, that they "hope to go to Heaven," but they do 
not consider what they say. There must be a certain "fitness for the inheritance of the 
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saints in light." Our hearts must be somewhat in tune. To reach the holiday of glory — 
we must pass through the training school of grace. We must be heavenly-minded and 
have heavenly tastes in the present life — or else we will never find ourselves in Heaven 
in the life to come! Holiness 
 
John Piper: "Missions is not the ultimate goal of the Church. Worship is. Missions exists 
because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not 
man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces 
before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But 
worship abides forever." Let the Nations Be Glad 
 
Elyse  M. Fitzpatrick: "When you sin, are you drawn first to the cross or an examination 
of your record?  Does your sin make you thankful for Jesus? Does  it make you love HIm 
more, or do you want to push Him away?  Are you quick to repent, or do you hide out, 
hoping to make it up and do better next time?" Because He Loves Me: How Christ 
Transforms Our Daily Life, (Wheaton: Crossway,  2008), 88. 
 
John Stott: "We need to repent of the haughty way in which we sometimes stand in 
judgment upon Scripture and must learn to sit humbly under its judgments instead. If we 
come to Scripture with our minds made up, expecting to hear from it only an echo of our 
own thoughts and never the thunderclap of God’s, then indeed he will not speak to us and 
we shall only be confirmed in our own prejudices. We must allow the Word of God to 
confront us, to disturb our security, to undermine our complacency and to overthrow our 
patterns of thought and behavior." Authentic Christianity, (InterVarsity Press, 2/1/1996) 
 
Tullian Tchividjian: I used to think that when the Apostle Paul tells us to work out our 
salvation, it meant go out and get what you don’t have—get more patience, get more 
strength, get more joy, get more love, and so on. I now understand that Christian growth 
does not happen by working hard to get something you don’t have. Rather, Christian 
growth happens by working hard to daily swim in the reality of what you do have. 
Believing again and again the gospel of God’s free justifying grace everyday is the hard 
work we’re called to... 
 So, by all means work! But the hard work is not what you think it is–your 
personal improvement and moral progress. The hard work is washing your hands of you 
and resting in Christ’s finished work for you–which will inevitably produce personal 
improvement and moral progress. Progress in obedience happens when our hearts realize 
that God’s love for us does not depend on our progress in obedience. 
The real question, then, is: What are you going to do now that you don’t have to do 
anything? What will your life look like lived under the banner which reads “It is 
finished?” Rethinking Progress posted on his blog at TGC  April 13, 2011 
 

A.W. Tozer: God knows instantly and effortlessly all matter and all matters, all mind and 
every mind, all spirit and all spirits, all being and every being, all creaturehood and all 
creatures, . . . all law and every law, all relations, all causes, all thoughts, all mysteries, all 
enigmas, all feeling, all desire, every unuttered secret, all thrones and dominions, all 
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personalities, all things visible and invisible in heaven and in earth, motion, space, time, 
life, death, good, evil, heaven, and hell. 
 Because God knows all things perfectly, He knows no thing better than any other 
thing, but all things equally well.  He never discovers anything, He is never surprised, 
never amazed. He never wonders about anything nor (except when drawing men out for 
their own good) does He seek information or ask questions  
The Knowledge of the Holy, (N. Y.:  Harper, 1987),  62-63. 
 
Jerry Bridges: "...God has made provision for our holiness. Through Christ He has 
delivered us from sin's reign so that we now can resist sin. But the responsibility for 
resisting is ours. God does not do that for us. To confuse the potential for resisting (which 
God provided) with the responsibility for resisting (which is ours) is to court disaster in 
our pursuit of holiness." The Pursuit of Holiness, (NavPress, 2006), 57. 
Martin Luther: “This life is not godliness, but growth in godliness; not health, but 
healing; not being, but becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are not now what we shall 
be, but we are on the way; the process is not yet finished, but it has begun; this is not the 
goal, but it is road; at present all does not gleam and glitter, but everything is being 
purified.” A Defense and Explanation of All Articles (AE 32:24) 
 
John Piper: "The inner essence of worship is cherishing Christ as gain - indeed as more 
gain than all that life can offer - family, career, retirement, fame, food, friends. The 
essence of worship is experiencing Christ as gain. Or to use words that we love to use 
around here: it is savoring Christ, treasuring Christ, being satisfied with Christ." The 
Inner Essence of Worship (November 16, 1997). 
 
Thomas Brooks: "Ah! sinner, remember this, there is no way on earth effectually to be rid 
of the guilt, filth, and power of sin, but by believing in a Saviour. It is not resolving, it is 
not complaining, it is not mourning, but believing, that will make thee divinely victorious 
over that body of sin that to this day is too strong for thee, and that will certainly be thy 
ruin, if it be not ruined by a hand of faith." Precious Remedies Against Satan's Devices, 
(The Banner of Truth Trust, 2008), 220 
 
Oswald J. Smith: "The man makes the preacher. God must make the man. The messenger 
is, if possible, more than the message. The preacher is more than the sermon. Preaching is 
not the performance of an hour. It is the outflow of a life...the true sermon is a thing of 
life. The sermon grows because the man grows. The sermon is forceful because the man 
is forceful. The sermon is holy because the man is holy. The sermon is full of the divine 
unction because the man is full of the divine unction. The sermon cannot rise in its life-
giving forces above the man. Dead men give out dead sermons, and dead sermons kill. 
Everything depends on the spiritual character of the preacher." The Man God Uses 
 
Oswald Chambers: "Prayer is the practice of drawing on the grace of God.  Don't say, "I 
will endure this until I can get away and pray."  Pray now - draw on the grace of God in 
your moment of need.  Prayer is the most normal and useful thing;  it is not simply a 
reflex action of your devotion to God.  We are very slow to learn to draw on God's grace 
through prayer." My Utmost for His Highest, June 25 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer: "The religion of Christ is not a tidbit after one's on bread; on the 
contrary, it is the bread or it is nothing. People should at least understand and concede 
this if they call themselves Christian." Eric Metaxas, Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, 
Prophet, Spy (Thomas Nelson, 2010) p.82 
 
John Piper: “I am wired by nature to love the same toys that the world loves. I start to fit 
in. I start to love what others love. I start to call earth "home." Before you know it, I am 
calling luxuries "needs" and using my money just the way unbelievers do. I begin to 
forget the war. I don't think much about people perishing. Missions and unreached people 
drop out of my mind. I stop dreaming about the triumphs of grace. I sink into a secular 
mind-set that looks first to what man can do, not what God can do. It is a terrible 
sickness. And I thank God for those who have forced me again and again toward a 
wartime mind-set.” Don't Waste Your Life 
 
Roger Whittlesey: “Never join the ranks of those who think sanctification means shutting 
your eyes to everything!!” (letter to Elisabeth Elliot’s Parents, July 21, 1922. 
 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: "Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring 
repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession, 
absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, 
grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate." The Cost of 
Discipleship (Touchstone Books) p. 44-45 
 
D. A. Carson: "Some Christians want enough of Christ to be identified with him but not 
enough to be seriously inconvenienced; they genuinely cling to basic Christian orthodoxy 
but do not want to engage in serious Bible study; they value moral probity, especially of 
the public sort, but do not engage in war against inner corruptions; they fret over the 
quality of the preacher's sermon but do not worry much over the quality of their own 
prayer life.  Such Christians are content with mediocrity." A Call To Spiritual 
Reformation, (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992), 121. 
 
John Jefferson Davis: "Whatever has captured your imagination has captured your soul." 
Worship and the Reality of God 
 
Horatius Bonar: “a holy life is made up of a multitude of small things. It is the little 
things of the hour, and not the great things of the age, that fill up a life like that of Paul 
and John, like that of Rutherford, or Brainerd, or Martyn. Little words, not eloquent 
speeches or sermons, little deeds, not miracles, nor battles, nor one great heroic act or 
mighty martyrdom, make up the true Christian life. The little constant sunbeam, not the 
lightning…attention to the little duties of the day and hour, in public transactions, or 
private dealings, or family arrangements; to little words, and looks, and tones; little 
benevolences, or forbearances, or tendernesses; little self-denials, and self-restraints, and 
self-forgetfullnesses, little plans of quiet kindness and thoughtful consideration for 
others; to punctuality, and method, and true aim in the ordering of each day—these are 
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the active developments of a holy life, the rich and divine mosaics of which it is 
composed. … It is of small things that a great life is made up; and he who will 
acknowledge no life as great save that which is built up of great things, will find little in 
Bible characters to admire or copy.” God’s Way of Holiness  
 
St. Irenaeus of Lyons: The Word became the steward of the Father’s grace for the 
advantage of men, for whose benefit he made such wonderful arrangements. He revealed 
God to men and presented men to God. He safeguarded the invisibility of 
the Father to prevent man from treating God with contempt and to set 
before him a constant goal toward which to make progress. On the other 
hand, he revealed God to men and made him visible in many ways to prevent 
man from being totally separated from God and so cease to be. Life in man 
is the glory of God; the life of man is the vision of God. If the 
revelation of God through creation gives life to all who live upon the 
earth, much more does the manifestation of the Father through the Word 
give life to those who see God." Against Heresies, IV.20.7 
 
Matt Chandler: "God’s response to the belittlement of his name, from the beginning of 
time, has been the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on a Roman cross." The Explicit Gospel, 57 
 
John Piper: "True worship comes from people who are deeply emotional and who love 
deep and sound doctrine. Strong affections for God rooted in thrush are the bone and 
marrow of biblical worship." Desiring God, 2011, 81-82 
 
Leslie Ludy: The spectacular sparkle of set-apart femininity is found through absolute 
abandonment to the Author of all true beauty. It’s found by exchanging a life consumed 
with self for a life consumed with Jesus Christ, by trading the desire to be attractive to 
this world for the longing to be attractive to Him alone. Find a woman who cares about 
nothing but loving, serving, honoring, and glorifying Jesus Christ, and you will see who 
truly is “the fairest of them all.” Set-apart Femininity: God's Sacred intent for every 
young woman 
 
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: "The One who has done the greatest thing of all for you, must be 
concerned about you in everything, and though the clouds are thick and you cannot see 
His face, you know He is there. 'Behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face.' 
Now hold on to that. You say that you do not see His smile. I agree that these earth born 
clouds prevent my seeing Him, but He is there and He will never allow anything finally 
harmful to take place. Nothing can happen to you but what He allows, I do not care what 
it may be, some great disappointment, perhaps, or it may be an illness, it may be a 
tragedy  of some sort, I do not know what it is, but you can be certain of this, that God 
permits that thing to happen to you because it is ultimately for your good. 'Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness...' (Hebrews 12. 11)." Spiritual Depression ( 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company Grand Rapids, Michigan 1965) , 145 
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Jeremiah Burroughs: "Though the lives of men are dear and precious to God, yet they are 
not as precious as His glory.  The glory of His name is a thousand, thousand times more 
dear unto God than the lives of thousands and thousands of people...We think much to 
have the lives of men taken away, but if we knew what the glory of God meant, and what 
infinite reason there is that God should be glorified, we would not think it so much that 
the lives of so many men should go for the glory of God.  It is mercy that our lives have 
not gone many times for God's glory.  How often might God have glorified Himself in 
taking away our lives?  We have cause to bless Him that our lives have been preserved 
for as long as they have." Gospel Worship, (Soli Deo Gloria, 1990), 28. 
 
John Piper: "Life and death! They seem like complete opposites-at great enmity with 
each other. But for Paul-and for all who share his faith-there is a unity, because the same 
great passion is fulfilled in both-namely, that Christ be magnified in this body-our bodies-
whether by life or by death." Don't Waste Your Life, 66. 
 
David Powlison: "We are meant to long supremely for the Lord himself, for the Giver, 
not his gifts.  The absence of blessings - rejection, vanity, reviling, illness, poverty - often 
is the crucible in which we learn to love God for who he is.  In our idolatry we make gifts 
out to be supreme goods, and make the Giver into the errand boy of our desires." Seeing 
with New Eyes (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing, 2003), 134-135. 
 
Bill Farley: "Those who understand the cross increasingly see their sin as God does, and 
therefore begin to feel about sin as does God.  We begin to mourn for and hate it.  In 
other words, at the cross God becomes larger and we become smaller.  This separation is 
at the heart of the fear of God.  This "fear" opens God's wisdom to us because only in 
light of God's immensity can I see the importance of living for the right end, his glory. 
And only in the light of my smallness can I feel overawed by the means he used to save 
me, his cross." Outrageous Mercy: Rediscovering the Radical Nature of the 
Cross, (Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 2009), 139-140.  
 
C.H. Spurgeon: “We would labor earnestly to raise a believer in salvation by free will 
into a believer in salvation by grace, for we long to see all religious teaching built upon 
the solid rock of truth and not upon the sand of imagination. At the same time, our grand 
object is not the REVISION OF OPINIONS, but the REGENERATION OF NATURES. 
We should bring men to Christ, not to our own particular views of Christianity. The 
Soulwinner, (Whitaker House,1995), p.10 
 
John Owen: "Our whole evil frame was cured by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit 
in the renovation of our nature. He gave us a new understanding, a new heart, new 
affections, and renewed the whole soul into the image of God. He does this by the 
washing of regeneration and the restoring of the image of God unto our souls. This work 
is the cause of our holiness. Our minds, hearts, and affections are renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, and he cleanses us from all spiritual and habitual pollution. If we would be further 
cleansed from our sins, we must labour after and endeavor to grow in this renovation of 
our natures by the Spirit… He purifies us by strengthening our souls in grace. Having 
given us the principle of purity in regeneration, he now acts in us the duties of obedience 
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in opposition to sin. By the special application of the blood of Christ, the Holy Spirit 
becomes the efficient cause of the purging of our souls from all the defilements of sin." 
Ed. Richard Rushing, Voices From the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings (East Peoria, 
IL: Versa Press, Inc., 2010), 160. 
 
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: "Ultimately it comes down to this, that the real cause of our 
trouble is failure to realize our union with Christ. Many Seem to think that Christianity 
means that we are delivered in that sense that our sins are forgiven. But that is only the 
beginning, but one aspect of it. Essentially salvation means union with Christ, being one 
with Christ. We have been crucified with Christ - 'I am crucified with Christ', says Paul. 
'All that has happened to Him has happened to me. I am one with Him.' Read the fifth 
and sixth chapters of Paul's Epistle to the Romans. The teaching is that we have died with 
Christ, have been buried with Christ, have risen with Christ, are seated in the heavenly 
places in Christ and with Christ. That is the teaching of the Scriptures. 'Ye are dead and 
your life is hid with Christ in God' (Colossians 3. 3). The old man has been crucified and 
all that belonged to Christ, you are risen with Christ. ‘Reckon ye yourselves then to be 
dead unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Romans 6. 11)." 
Spiritual Depression, (Grand Rapids/Cambridge WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
1965), 74-75 
 
Barbara Hughes: "The truth is, the worst thing that can happen to a Christian who is 
longing for something outside of God's will would be for God to grant that desire! This 
was the experience of the nation of Israel before the exile: “But my people would not 
listen to me; Israel would not submit to me. So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts 
to follow their own devices.” Psalm 81:11-12 So when we experience discontent, we 
must ask ourselves some pointed questions: “What is the source of my longing?” and “Do 
I really want what I think I do?” Disciplines of a Godly Woman, (Wheaton: Crossway 
2001) 81 
 
John Piper: "Faith stands or falls on the truth that the future with God is more satisfying 
than the one promised by sin. Where this truth is embraced and God is cherished above 
all, the power of sin is broken. The power of sin is the power of deceit. Sin has power 
through promising a false future. In temptation sin comes to us and says: "The future with 
God on his narrow way is hard and unhappy, but the way I promise is pleasant and 
satisfying." The power of sin is in the power of this lie." Future Grace, (Multnomah 
Books: Desiring God Foundation, 1995) 326 
 
C. S. Lewis: "If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good 
and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit that this notion has 
crept in from Kant and the Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith.  Indeed, if we 
consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards 
promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but 
too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition 
when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 
mudpies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at 
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the sea. We are far too easily pleased." The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1965), 1-2 
 
J. I. Packer: "We must learn to measure ourselves, not by our knowledge about God, not 
by our gifts and responsibilities in the church, but by how we pray and what goes on in 
our hearts. Many of us, I suspect, have no idea how impoverished we are at this level. Let 
us ask the Lord to show us." Knowing God, (Intervarsity Press, 1973), 32. 
 
Charles Spurgeon: "The doctrine of the atonement is to my mind one of the surest proofs 
of the divine inspiration of Holy Scripture. Who would or could have thought of the just 
Ruler dying for the unjust rebel? This is no teaching of human mythology, or dream of 
poetical imagination. This method of expiation is only known among men because it is a 
fact; fiction could not have devised it. God himself ordained it; it is not a matter which 
could have been imagined." All of Grace, (New Kensington: Whitaker House, 1981), 14. 
 
John Piper: “Christ did not die to forgive sinners who go on treasuring anything above 
seeing and savoring God. And people who would be happy in heaven if Christ were not 
there, will not be there. The gospel is not a way to get people to heaven; it is a way to get 
people to God. It's a way of overcoming every obstacle to everlasting joy in God. If we 
don't want God above all things, we have not been converted by the gospel.” God Is the 
Gospel: Meditations on God's Love as the Gift of Himself 
 
Michael Horton: "It is appropriate that a prosperity gospel be born in the hedonistic, self-
centered, get-rich-quick milieu of modern American society. We are, by nature, pagan. 
Either our religion will transform us or we will transform our religion to suit our 
sympathies." The Agony of Deceit, Moody, 1990, p. 123-125. 
 
Tim Keller:  fourth reason for extending mercy to the needy of the world is the pattern of 
God’s own saving mercy.  His salvation comes to the unworthy, the unexpecting, the 
enemies of God (Rom. 3:9-18). Paul says that he was shown mercy, as the worst of 
sinners, to exhibit Christ’s unlimited patience. When the New Testament calls ministry to 
physical needs “mercy” as well, are we to believe that our mercy is to operate on a 
completely different principle than the mercy of God?  Or are we not to offer mercy to 
unbelievers and enemies? 
  
We must remember that God offers his mercy to rebellious people to make them 
responsible and whole.  So, we should render our aid with that aim in view.  But must we 
only offer it to friends and relatives?  That is not God’s pattern of mercy.  Also, the 
example of God’s grace indicates that we should not passively sit and wait for the needy 
to beg.  Rather, we should study, find, and meet basic human needs.  Did Christ sit in 
heaven and wait for us to beg for his mercy?  No, Christ sought us and found us. 
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Charles Spurgeon: “The thought struck me, How did you come to be a Christian? I 
sought the Lord. But how did you come to seek the Lord? The truth flashed across my 
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mind in a moment—I should not have sought Him unless there had been some previous 
influence in my mind to make me seek Him. I prayed, thought I, but then I asked 
myself, How came I to pray? I was induced to pray by reading the Scriptures. How came 
I to read the Scriptures? I did read them, but what led me to do so? Then, in a moment, I 
saw that God was at the bottom of it all, and that He was the Author of my faith, and so 
the whole doctrine of grace opened up to me, and from that doctrine I have not departed 
to this day, and I desire to make this my constant confession, "I ascribe my change 
wholly to God." The Early Years 1834-1859 (Volume 1) or A Defense of Calvinism 
 
C. S. Lewis: “He (God) makes each soul unique … Be sure that the ins and outs of your 
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The mold in which a key is made would be a strange thing, if you had never seen a key: 
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the Divine substance, or a key to unlock one of the doors in the house with many 
mansions. For it is not humanity in the abstract that is to be saved, but you – you, the 
individual reader, John Stubbs or Janet Smith. Blessed and fortunate creature, your eyes 
shall behold Him and not another’s. … God will look to every soul like its first love 
because He is its first love. Your place in heaven will seem to be made for you and you 
alone, because you were made for it – made for it stitch by stitch as a glove is made for a 
hand.” The Problem of Pain,  (HarperCollins Edition, 2001), 151-152 
 
A. A. Hodge: "Christ offered Himself without spot to God (Heb. 9:14).  This means that 
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that He is in infinite merit, bestowing this merit on the meritless.  When others did not 
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